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INTER-AFRICAN AFFAIRS 


ELECTRIFICATION PLANS, PROBLEMS DICUSSED BY UPDEA MEMSERS 
Libreville L'UNION in French 3 Jun 81 pp 1, 4 


/ article by reporters Mualabu Mussamba and Neltho: ". Seventh UPDEA Congress: 


Delegates’ Differing Views on Procedures for Linking African Electric Systems"/ 


/ Text 7 During the afternoon of Monday, 1 June 1981, after the official open- 
ing of the congress by the first vice prime minister, Georges Rawiri, the 250 
delegates to UPDEA / Union for the Development or African Electrification / 
actually began their work with the examination of an overview prepared by the 
working committee on standardization and research (established at the Kinshasa 
congress). 


The working committee's role consists on one hand of expanding the existing 
regulations for use of new energy sources, and on the other of specifying 
conditions to be met by materiel, voltages and frequencies of electrical cur- 
rent, so as to coordinate member countries’ equipment purchasing policies. 


In its special resolution on new energy sources, we recall that the steering 
committee had been given a recommendation to urge electric companies in 
UPDEA states to cooperate as closely as possible with solar energy research 
institutes in their respective countries, and to help to further research 
and development in this field. 


To this end, the working committee on standardization and research has net 
seven times in the various capitals of member countries (including once in 
Libreville in November 1979), and the report presented to participants last 
Monday spells out the development of a joint policy toward contractors, as 
well as the study on coordination of the various charge schedules in use in 
electric companies. This, therefore, is the work now being done by the 7th 
Congress in Libreville. 


On Tuesday, 2 June, under the chairmanship of Mr Konate, director general of 
VOLTELEC / Voltan Electric Company / (Upper Volta), participants listened 
with interest to a report by Mr Laporte, the representative of the Central 
Fund for Economic Cooperation (CCCE), on the problems of long-term financial 
stability of energy companies in a constant growth context. 








They also made a general review of the working committee's deliberations on 
rural electrification, vefore taking part at 1500 ‘ours in a round table 
discussion, moderated by Anoh Koutoua (Ivory Coast), a member of the steer- 
ing committee of the UPDEA, on distribution of electricity in rural areas 
of Africa. 


In connection with problems related to long-term financial stability of 
electric companies in a growth context, Mr Laporte observed that economic 
er energy growth is a general phenomenon, greater or smaller according to 
the country, and therefore requires large financial resources. He speci- 
tied that the financial principles applied in energy companies were not 
conceived from the viewpoint of growth, but essentially with concern for 
maintaining *he tools of production. 


On this subject, the speaker provided the participants with some food for 
thought, with a view to seeking means by which energy companies might over- 
come the financial implications of growth, in particular by seeking methods 
that in a growth and inflation context will give them the opportunity to 
achieve finencial stability over a long period, and would depend upon the 
management of the companies' resources. 


During deliberations on electrification in rural areas, the French-speaking 
congress members brought up the question of the frequency of 60 hz (hertz) 
used in certain Engiish-speaking countries, including Liberia. This prob- 
lem, observed an Ivorian delegate, has always caused disagreement among 
UPDEA members. 


Discussions on rural electrification 


Indeed, use of a frequency of 60 hz in some regions and 50 hz in others 
would not, should the occasion arise, facilitate the linking of electrical 
systems among African countries that are members of the UPDEA. It would 
be indispensable, therefore, for the English-speaking countries to conform 


to the frequency in use in other UPDEA countries, most of which are French- 
speaking. 


For the English-speaking countries, it would be difficult to change frequen- 
cies, because their equipment and industries work on 60 hz. And purchasing 
of transformers would be very expensive. The Economic Commission for Africa 
(ZCA) representative, Murtala Diop, intervened to remove the uncertainty 

by pointing out that the problem could be solved if the states involved 
would provide themselves with frequency converters. 


Another problem that held the attention of participants was that of the use 
of low output nuclear power stations. It should be pointed out in this 
connection that nine African countries are thinking of providing themselves 
with low output nuclear power stations between now and 1985. Now, according 
to the ECA delegate, these low output power stations are not in the least 
reliable, and they are dangerous for our countries, which have no operators 














trained in this technique. He therefore asked UPDEA to consider instead 
the problem of training technicians in the nuclear field, so that they can 


make the preliminary studies necessary for installation of these power 
stations. 


121L9 
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ANGOLA 


COLLUSION BETWEEN S. AFRICA, NATO POWERS CHARGED 
Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA in Portuguese 31 Jul 81 pl 
[Editorial: "Aggression and Response") 


[Text] Peoples in the midst of a revolution are often maligned by their enemies 
because of their tendency not to isolate different events, attempting to estab- 
lish an accult connection between then. 


It was, therefore, for those people to detect, in the announcement of the forth- 
coming NATO maneuvers in the South Atlantic, an open invitation to increase the 
military aggressiveness of racist South Africa against the peoples of Southern 
Africa, specifically against the sovereign territory of the People's Republic of 
Angola. 


Thanks to its relations with NATO, Pretoria now possesses the kind of war potential 
that represents a serious threat for all of independent Africa. NATO and Israel 
are continuing to openly provide the racists with weapons and other equipment. 


The West intends to keep the regime of apartheid as its spearhead in the continent, 
besides maintaining it as the source of strategic raw materials and other valuable 
resources which are at the origin of the colossal profits of hundreds of corpora- 
tions and monopolies that find in South Africa the largest return on investments in 
the world (35 to 40 percent). 


NATO has already established its "tutelage" over the large South African naval base 
of Simonstown, near the Cape of Good Hope; it is now being actively used by the 
countries members of NATO. With the help of Pretoria'’s Western friends, the base 
is equipped with the most sophisticated military equipment. 


The present expansion to the south of NATO's operational area—though planned for a 
long time--is the logical result of the militaristic stance and war hysteria of 
the U.S. leaders. A total of 13 countries are participating in the forthcoming 
maneuvers, including Portugal. This is an unprecedented operation in the Atlantic 
since World War II, and it is not by chance that countries such as Argentina and 
Uruguay--which do not even belong to the organization--are included. 








In this context, the meeting that opened yesterday in Paris, bringing together 
high officials of the five countries representing the "contact group" on Namibia 
(Canada, United States, France, Great Britain and West Germany) and aimed at 

the effective application of the UN plan on Namibia formerly approved by all of 
them and then trotted out once again for the alleged purpose of "completing" and 
"reinforcing" it, can only be viewed as one more cynical dilatory and diversionary 
maneuver. 


What will these high Western officials say about the size of the present military 
aggression by Pretoria against the People's Republic of Angola? That it is one 
more "brilliant operation” conducted by the Angolan puppets in Pretoria's pay, 
who have allegedly and inexplicabiy obtained, as if by magic, heavy artillery 
(155-mm cannons and 81-mm mortars), Impala MK-2 planes and Puma and Souette-III 
helicopters? That these puppets have suddenly acquired infantry brigades and 
mixed battalions of motorized infantry in sufficient numbers to occupy seven 
Angolan willages and completely destroy another...? 


Or will these worthy representatives of the Western powers, in their objective 
alliance with Pretoria, conclude that these Angolan villages were infested with 
the dangerous SWAPO guerrillas ready to sow "confusion" in "peaceful" occupied 
Namibia? Is it one more case of "hot pursuit," to use the racists’ degrading 
terminology, or an open and shameless aggression against civilian targets and 
peaceful people in a free and independent African country? 


In the face of this escalation of the war only a few days before the first of 
August--curiously, the date set for the opening of the provocative NATO maneuvers 
in the South Atlantic and also one more anniversary of the glorious FAPLA--the 
communique issued yesterday by the Angolan Ministry of Defense is explicit enough: 
the Angolan people and its regular army, supported by the active and militant 
solidarity of all peace-loving peoples, "will give a valiant response to guarantee 
the defense of their threatened homeland." 


CSO: 4728/89 





ANGOLA 


LARA ACCUSES U.S. OF BEING PRIME MOVER BEHIND AGGRESSIONS 
Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA in Portuguese 30 Jul 81 p 2 


[Excerpts] During the course of a rally in Lisbon last Tuesday, Lucio Lara, 
secretary of the MPLA-Labor Party Central Committee for organization, who is now 
in Portugal at the invitation of the Portugu2se Commmist Party, stated that the 
People’s Republic of Angola opposes a situation of non-declared war organized 

by the U.S. secret services in conjunction with BOSS, the South African espionage 
service. 


At this rally, the Angolan official affirmed that the U.S. administration is the 
prime mover behind the aggressions of which the People's Republic of Angola is 
a victim. 


In his speech, Lucio Lara stressed that the forthcoming naval maneuvers known as 
"Ocean Venture 01” ure meant to be an "attempt to encourage the racist South 
African Republic to reinforce its aggressions against Angola." 


In this respect, he added that the "South African forces are bombing indiscriminately, 
hitting ambulances and simple bicycles." 


Cooperation With Portugal 


Referring to the relations of cooperation between Portugal and Angola, Lucio Lara 
affirmed that Angolan ministries "are swamped with proposals for cooperation 
involving all sectors of activity in the country.” He noted that "a framework 
defining the obligations of both sides does not exist yet, but the avenues for 

a viable cooperation between the two countries were opened in 1978, during the 
meeting between President Agostinho Neto and Ramalho Eanes in Bissau." 


During the rally, which was attended by the secretary general of the Portuguese 
Communist Party, Alvaro Cunhal, Lucio Lara said that this visit to Portugal consti- 
tutes an essential step in the history of brotherly relations existing between 

the two parties. 


In his speech, Cunhal affirmed that socialist leader Mario Soares and Social-Democrat 
Sa Carneiro played a determining role in the invasion of the national territory 

by the racist South African and mercenary forces during the war of independence, in 
order to prevent the proclamation of the People’s Republic of Angola. 


In conclusion, the secretary general affirmed that the present Portuguese Government 
is following a foreign policy that constitutes an obstacle to the development of 
friendly relations between Portugal and the People's Republic of Angola, the People's 
Republic of Mozambique and other African countries. 
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ANGOLA 


BRIEFS 


METEOROLOGY EXPERT TO USSR--The director of the National Institute of Hydro- 
Meteorology, Jaoquim Adolfo Xavier, ieft last Monday for the Soviet Union 
for a 15-day visit for the purpose of reinforcing exchanges and cooperation 
with the USSR state committee of hydro-meteorology. [Text] [Luanda 

JORNAL DE ANGOLA in Portuguese 30 Jul 81 p 2] 


FAO FOOD ASSISTANCE--The FAO has granted Angola 9,500 tons of corn. This country 
has been suffering from a drought affecting many areas. The donation is aimed 
at about 260,000 persons. [Text] [Paris LE CONTINENT in French 4 Aug 81 p 2] 


CsoO: 4719/255 











BENIN 


KAREKOU CLAMPS DOWN ON TRADITIONAL RELIGION 


Cotonou EHUZU in French 9 Jul 81 pp l, 6 


[Text] Our great comrade in the struggle, President Mathieu Kerekou, received in 
audience on Thursday, 2 July, at the Palace of the Republic a delegation of 
religious leadere from Ouidah headed by Dagbo Hounon and including Dah Dangbenon 
and Dah Dangbe Kpohounon. 


This delegation of leading citizens came to pay a courtesy visit to the head of 
state and to establish contact with hin. 


The religious leaders said that they highly appreciated and were proud of the pro- 
gress made since the revolution was launched on 26 October 1972. 


During their talks with the head of state, there were important exchanges of views 
on a number of issues concerning the life of the nation. Our great comrade in 
struggle underscored his serious concern regarding the state of ruia prevailing in 
the town of Ouidah. In fact, Ouidah, a historical city with a prosperous past, 
must become beautiful and prosperous again. 


The religious leaders must bring their crucial contribution to this task of 
renabilitating the town of Ouidah and to start with they must agree to open the 
doors of the convents to release the men and women who are militants of the revolu- 
tion directing them to engage in taske of national production. 


Then, they must completely revolutionize the age-old traditions to allow the toiling 
masses to get away from the degrading practices of fetishism. 


This revolutionary change must go hand in hand with the elimination of the convents 
by moving the Python Temple away from the center of the town to a more inconspicuous 
location where worshipers can meet in complete peace to say their prayers. 


The vacated location will then be taken over by the revolutionary state which will 
set up social infrastructures there to be enjoyed by the Ouidah population. 


Comrades Dagbo Hounon, Dangbenon and Dangbe enthusiastically -xpressed their 
willingness to advance the revolutionary process which has been in progress in our 
country since 26 October 72. 








However, they explained that while the seasonal closing of convents is no problem, 
they do not have the authority to decide forthwith on the relocation of the Python 
Temple and the destruction of the sacred trees according to the wish expressed by 

the head of state. 


Therefore, they promised to hold a meeting with wise men and their followers to 
examine and decide what practical steps must be taken to revolutionize the tradi- 
tional structures and to eventually relocate the Python Temple shelter. 


Before taking leave of our great comrade in struggle, the delegation of religious 
leaders eagerly expressed their deep thanks and conveyed to him their best wishes 
of health and personal happiness. 


8796 
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GRADUATION OF NEW PUBLIC SAFETY OFFICERS 
Cotonou EHUZU in French 29 Jun 81 pp l, 6 


[Excerpt] The graduation ceremony for the class of 1980 of students of the Public 
Security Forces was held last Saturday in Cotonou at the Public Security Forces 
Training School. 


A number of important political and military personalities attended the ceremony 
and, among them, Comrade Guezodje, chief of staff of the Public Security Forces. 


Comrade Guezodje pointed out to the new agents of the Public Security Forces a 
combination of circumstances which, since 1976, have made it imperative to train 
a new type of agent of the Public Security Forces. 


There is, for instance, the noticeable efforts made by our people to diligently 
and consequently implement the Fundamental Law. 


Also, he added, not too long ago the reaction at home and abroad, in alliance with 
a certain press, was engaged in a big campaign of indoctrination to blunt the 
fighting spirit of the animated forces of our country which has taken the path of 
national liberation. 


Referring to problems which the police cadets have had to face during their training, 
Comrade Guezodje assured them that from now on adequate human and material means 
will be found considering the mission entrusted to the Public Security Forces. 


Finally, in view of the spirit of discipline which has marked the training of this 


group of agents of the Public Security Forces, Comrade Guezodje officailly named 
this 1980 [sic] class the "City Builders" lass. 


8796 
CSO: 4719/189 
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CAPE VERDE 


BRIEFS 


PIRES IN MOSCOW--Moscow, 30 Jul--Pedro Pires, the prime minister of Cape Verde 
arrived in Moscow on Tuesday for a brief vacation, the Soviet newspaper IZVESTIA 
announced on Wednesday. The prime minister was welcomed at the airport by 
Nikolai Talyzin, vice president of the Council of Ministers and other high offi- 
cials of the USSR government. [Text] [Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 31 Jul 81 


p 7] 


CSO: 4728/90 
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CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC 


OPPOSITION COMMUNIQUE TO FRENCH GOVERNMENT 
Paris LE CONTINENT in French 21 Jul 81 p 2 
[Article: "When the Opposition Questions the French Government"] 


[Text] On the eve of the official visit which the Central African prime minister, 
Simon Narcisse Bozanga, made to Paris from 4 to 1l July (see LE CONTINENT of 10 
and 11 July), the entire Central African opposition met to publish a joint 
communique indirectly addressed to the French government. Signed by Abel Goumba, 
Ange Patasse, Francois Pehoua, and Henri Maidou, this text reflects the gap 

which separates the opposition and the government in Bangui. The text is as 
follows: 


"Referring to the report carried by the international service of Radio France 
according to which Bozanga would visit France to undertake negotiations for the 
revision of the cooperation agreements signed by France and the Central African 
Republic since 1960, 


"Regarding other, trustworthy information from domestic sources, according to 
which Bozanga would take advantage of his stay in France to request help from 
the French government which would only benefit an administration from which are 
excluded or are in the course of exclusion all officials or agents of the state 
belonging to the opposition parties, ; 


"Considering that the revision of the cooperation agreements is considered not 
only justified but specifically recommended, provided that such a revision, in 
order to reflect the aspirations of the Central African people, should be pre- 
ceded by development of a broad, national consensus and since such a consensus 
has never been developed because of the determination of the present regime to 
substitute what amounts to a single party system for the multi-party systen, 


"Considering finally the numerous violations of the rights of man, particularly 
individual, collective, and trade union freedoms which have been perpetrated by 
the Dacko regime and the Bozanga cabinet, 


"The opposition parties, reflecting the aspirations of the majority of the Central 
African people, 


12 








"Denounce the maneuvers of the regime and of the government which try to undertake 
in the name of the Central African people negotiations affecting the future of the 
whole country, 


"Solemnly call on the conscience of the French government not to take any action of 
such nature as to consolidate a regime without any real popular backing." 


5170 
CsO: 4719/198 
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CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC 


TERRORIST INCIDENTS GIVE DACKO EXCUSE TO ELIMINATE ENEMIES 
Paris LE CONTINENT in French 21 Jul 81 p 2 


[Article: "After the Attack on 14 July in a Bangui Theater: Are We Moving Toward 
Suppression of a Multi-Party System?"] 


[Text] The attack carried out on 14 July against the "Club" theater in Bangui has 
given the Central African government a pretext for a spectacular hardening of atti- 
tude. An opposition movement not known on the national political scene has claimed 
credit for the incident. This attack, which has been denounced by the official 
opposition, in any case has provided President David Dacko with the opportunity (so 
long awaited) to eliminate his opponents. As of 18 July all parties opposed to his 
policies were prohibited from functioning or reduced to silence. The leader of the 
Central African People's Liberation Movement (CPLM), Ange Patasse, who is nothing 
like a terrorist, is again languishing in jail in Bangui. Abel Goumba and Francois 
Pehoua only escaped the roundup by their absence abroad. 


If the Central African left seems particularly to be the target, the government 
seems to be committed to the course of questionning the continuation of the democra- 
tic process which, it is true, disturbs many of the supporters of the single politi- 
cal party in Central Africa. 


Since the defeat last May of former French President Valery Giscard d'Estaing and 

the entry into power of the socialist candidate, Francois Mitterrand, everything seems 
to be moving quickly in the Central African Republic. In this change is there 
something of a cause and effect relationship? One would be tempted to believe this 

is the case. 


A close associate of Central African Prime Minister Simon Narcisse Bozanga recently 
told us that, "many things are now going to change with the departure of Giscard 
d'Estaing" and that, "the Central African Republic will have many revelations to make 
in the new few days." Thus, only two months after the political changes which have 
taken place in France the Central African Republic asked for the renegotiation of the 
cooperation agreements which have linked it to the former colonial power since 1960. 
Elsewhere, these changes have been regarded by the Bangui authorities as a kind 

of "liberation." "Now we have our hands free," a Central African leader recently 
told us in private. 
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Eliminating Opposition Parties 


This freedom of movement has just been put in question by the decision made on 18 
July by the Central African chief of state, President David Dacko, to eliminate 
the opposition parties. 


Taking as a pretext the attack which took place on 14 July in a Bangui theater, 
essentially attended by Europeans, and which resulted in 3 dead and 32 injured, 
Dacko ordered, 4 days after the events, the prohibition and dissolution of the 
principal opposition parties: the Ubangi People's Patriotic Front-Labor Party 
(FPO-PT) of Professor Abel Goumba; the Central African National Liberation Move- 
ment (MCLN) of Dr Idi Lalla, which claimed credit for the attack; and the Central 
African People's Liberation Movement (MLPC) of Ange Patasse. The latter, moreover, 
was arrested and again put in jail, at the same time as several political leaders 
close to the FPO-PT and the MCLN. Meanwhile, the Central African chief of state 
announced that international orders of arrest would be issued so that opposition 
leaders living abroad would be sought, arrested, and turned over to the Central 
African authorities. These measures particularly concern Goumba and Lalla, who are 
presently aborad. 


In many circles astonishment has been expressed over the measures which particularly 
affect the FPO-PT and the MLPC. In effect, after rhe announcement of the attack 

on 14 July, all Central African opposition parties, with the exception of that of 

Dr Idi Lalla, meeting together as the Provisional Political Council (CPP), had de- 
nounced "blind terrorism" and approved the measures taken by the government to 
apprehend those responsible for the act. 


Dacko justified the measures he had taken by stating that the two outlawed parties, 
the FPO-PT and the MLPC "have been subjected to being banned with the sympathy of 
the president of the MLPC, Ange Patasse," adding that, "the actions of the enemies 
of the republic have become intolerable." 


Certainly, by deciding to use a strong hand the Central African president wishes 
to take action against the disorders wh’ch periodically have shaken Bangui. How- 
ever, it is also known that a split took place between Lalla and Goumba in 
December 1980. The latter had chosen the course of peace and democracy by running 
in the presidential election last March and accused Lalla, who was his spokesman 
for a long time, of becoming the spokesman for foreigners, particularly of Libya 
and of the Congo, where he found refuge. 


Unquestionably, it is more than certain that the MCLN, established in the Congo, 
has had a network of supporters within the country. However, in the absence of 

definitive results from the inquiry regarding the attack of 14 July, to announce 
the dissolution and suspension of certain parties is "going a little too fast on 
the job," according to some observers. 3 


In fact, everything leads one to believe that President Dacko did not want to miss 
the opportunity, which he had waited for over a long period of time, to prohibit 

the opposition parties from functioning and to eliminate certain men who have always 
been his political adversaries but to whom he has had to accommodate himself up to 
the present. This is particularly the case with Abel Goumba and Ange Patasse. 
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Thus, the incident on 14 July has provided President Dacko with an opportunity to put 
an end to one of the few experiments with democracy in Africa. Elsewhere this 
multi-party system annoyed certain neighbors of the Central African Republic who, 

On many occasions, have advised Dacko to. put an end to it. Now it is (almost) done. 
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CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC 


WRITER CLAIMS NATION'Si: DEMOCRACY UNCERTAIN 
Paris LE CONTINENT in French 21 Jul 81 p 2 
[Editorial by Jerome Carlos] 


[Text] Is it easier to govern alone and without sharing power by concentrating it 
in the hands of one man or by “liberalizing" political life, recognizing and giving 
legal existence to the plural forces which fashion society, in a democratic per- 
spective? 


The Central Africans, after the interruption of Bokassa, needed to breathe the fresh 
air of liberty, to resume the practice of political pluralism, a rather rare flower 
which only grows timidly here and there on our continent, which seems to be destined 
to experience the bloody dictatorship of some and the dominant authoritarianism of 
others. 


The tinsel of the overthrown empire was to be relegated to the storeroom. The poli- 
tical arena was to be animated with new life. More than half a dozen political 
parties were established, even if some rest on ethnic crutches, even if others are 
distinguished by a tragic absence of a program or plan for society.. A constitution, 
approved by a large majority in a referendum, sought to guarantee basic liberties 
and the loyal functioning of the democratic process. 


Too good to be true? The presidential elections last March were to constitute the 
first test for the young Central African democracy and to set out its limits. 


Then we noticed all kinds of fraud and manipulations. David Dacko, the president 
elect, was to have a lot of trouble in "containing" an active and restless opposi- 
tion, which is often in control of the streets. Doesn't the opposition have the 
advantage of touching the sensitive fibers of Central African nationalism by pointing 
a finger at the military guards of the regime, the French “barracudas"? 


Elsewhere, an opposition like that is silenced. However, David Dacko did not give 
up. The attempted assassination on 14 July in Bangui gave him the pretext. 


Those who have never believed in the future of democracy in Africa see their sarcasm 
fulfilled: chase away what is natural and it returns at a gallop. 
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FROLINAT OFFICIAL DISCUSSES RELATIONS WITH LIBYA, SUDAN 
London AL-ZAHF AL-AKHDAR in English 10 Jul 81 pp 4-5 


[Interview with Isa Abdulla Ali, secretary general of Frolinat] 


Q: Brother isa, now that the conf- 
lict has been decisively settled in 
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A: | believe that the various revolutionary power which holds latest’ developments on the 
aspects of this programme were this view. However, there is eth: ad stage. Later, with 
in the main laid down during the another revolutionary group the emergence of popular think- 
long and hard struggle which the which has different views. ing, with the numerous struggles 
people of Chad led Frolinat is at present trying to - the 
imperialism and the reactionary limit the danger ensuing from the Third World in the name of the 
forces in Chad. A Tevolutionary 15 year conflict for which our people's thought and authority, it 
movement such as ours, which people have paid so dearly. was only natural that the previous 
has lasted 15 years and even Q: There is always the danger, in dichotomies should be aban- 


longer, with no support or co- 
operation at the beginning 
except from its own people — 


- theory and ideology, of the 


or falling into the trap of dictator- 
and later from ys Libyan ship and fascism, and thus arrive at a cogent intellectual 
brothers — must spore freedom in order to solution of the question. 
have a progressive political prog- safeguard its interest. What is the However, before we can 


ramme, based upon effective 
sharing of authority among all 


final solution, we still have 
the ogee TO ny FP vem has it revealed its identity in terms work out the details of this world 
econo pM yns, of its beliefs? programme which rejects both 
; ee ae fees wealth A: In order to answer your ques- liberal democracy and Mandsm. 
ant roperty ~~ tion, we must go back to the time @: How does the 

— i: oe when the Chadian revolution was power in Chad define its relations 
educa tab. Or Uk dhs ths in ks first phase. As | previously at the intemational, African and 
ae at long mentioned, during that period, Arab levels? 

"Venosie before imple- ee cad Tie A: We define these relations on 
menting this programme, the he their " egeinat the the principles of justice and free- 
revolution in Chad must settle Pctinet dom, and on our absolute 
one problem which is isolating oppressors. was only ition to all imperialist, Zionist, and 

formed after the people had neo-fascist regimes 
the real revolutionary forces from started their struggle. Frolinat the world. We have close links, 
the reactionary ones. This ques- Was _a framework, helping therefore, with the progressive 


the revolutionary powers in Chad uprising which embraced closest ally in those terms is the 
are entering upon the last phase — Islamic sentimént for Libyan Arab Jamahiriya 
which is the working out of the “There is no God but God and we Because of our strong bond with 
details of the social, economic shall deciare Jihad for the path of your country, our foreign policy is 
and to find a God and our prophet Moham- undoubtedly progressive and 
just and lasting sotution for the med in whose heavenly and committed to the support of the 
various problems of our people. divine message we believe. cause of oppressed people and 
Q: Brother Isa, f believe that the in 1963-66, when Frolinat especially the Palestinian cause. 
people of Chad, having come out came into existence, another Our struggle is also intense 





tatorial elements. How do you Due to this infatuation, and to the based on shared ideals and 
envisage the final solution which absence of a coherent theory that beliefs. Could you give details of 
will settle the struggle for power? would do justice to the situation, the co-operation between the 
A: In fact, the solution which will Frolinat tried to think beyond two revolutions. 

definitely settle the struggle for those limited Marxist or Islamic 

power must be the solution different schools. k was a difficult 

‘which ultimately hands authority _ but creative struggie. As time 

to the people. This is the. only went by, some of the prior ideas 

correct vision of howto solvethis ---were some new reali- 

problem of power struggle.  —_sations came to the fore so that 

Frotinat is heading towards defin- finally a relative intellectual unity 

ing such a vision. Inside the prevailed between our path and 


movement there is a major 








A: First, let me say that the rela- 
tionship is not merely based on 
ideological grounds. There was a 
tin..2 when | thought of this rela- 
tionship ‘as being one between 
twins. Now my image has 

further and | have 
come to think of us as one baby 


and work in harmony. Chad hes 
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step taken by Nimieri has back- 
fired on him. We leamed that last 
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HAMDANE GIVES REASONS FOR QUITTING HABRE 
Paris LE CONTINENT in French 20 Jul 81 pp 1, 2 


[Interview with Abderrahmane Hamdane, recently resigned executive secretary of the 
Command Council of the Armed Forces of the North (CCFAN), by Lucien Ahonto and 
Mohamed Maiga, date and place not specified] 


[Text] On 10 July 1981 Abderrahmane Hamdane announced with a 
bang from the Sudanese capital of Khartoum that he had resigned 
his post as executive secretary af the Command Council of the 
Armed Forces of the North (CCFAN), the movement which the 
Chadian opposition leader, Hissein Habre, directs. This defec- 
tion follows three months after that of the commissioner for 
foreign relations of the CCFAN, Mahamat Saleh, and after cer- 
tain of his allies, leaders of other armed opposition groups, 
questioned the leadership of Habre (LE CONTINENT, 21 and 24 
April). Thirty years old and the only Arab within the leader- 
ship of the Armed Forces of the North, Hamdane accuses his 

old “boss" of racism. In any case his departure reduces the 
CCFAN to its "black African" dimensions in a multiethnic coun- 
try in search of its national unity. Hamdane has not (yet) 
given his support to the government in Ndjamena, but he states 
that his action will make trouble for Hissein Habre. The man 
has his strong points. In addition to his past functions he 
was the "transmission belt" through whom the decisions of the 
CCFAN passed before or after signature by the former Chadian 
minister of defense. 











[Question] What are the reasons for your resignation? 


[Answer] As a student I belonged to the Chadian National Liberation Front 
{[FROLINAT]. However, I later moved away from it because it began to split into 
various tendencies. After a while I joined the Northern Armed Forces [FAN], in 
1979. For two and one-half years I was close to and lived and worked with Hissein 
Habre. Like any man I stopped for a moment to take stock of myself, but also to 
take stock of the actions which I was carrying out with Hissein Habre. I per- 
ceived one thing: sincerely, many people followed Hissein Habre because they did 
rot know him. To know a man, you have to get close to him, live with him. These 
two years made it possible to know Habre better and to be up to date and in a 
position ‘o make a correct analysis. 
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[Question] Then you left the CCFAN as a reaction against Hissein Habre? 


[Answer] After everything that I was able to live through and see, I can say that 
Hissein Habre is one of the principal authors of the Chadian tragedy. He has 
broken up the unity of the country and put all Chadian families into mourning. To 
continue to work with him would be to support a bad policy, the policy of disaster. 
I did not want history to condem me. People have often considered Habre to be a 
nationalist. He is quite the contrary. He is a demagogue who has fooled thousands 
and thousands of people. My experience has made it possible for me to see many 
things and to say today that Hissein Habre is a tribalist, a racist, and a reac- 
tionary. He is a tribalist because he bases himself first on his family, which 
surrounds him. After the family, there is the clan, followed by the tribe and the 
region. I say that he is a racist because he does not like certain races in Chad, 
the Arabs especially. Now, the latter are a majority of the northern part of the 
country. It is an irony of fate that Hissein Habre today is in Sudan, that is, 
among the Arabs. However, he wants to eliminate physically from Chad all the Arabs. 
That is his racist side. 


Habre's Alibi Is Libya 


Habre is not a revolutionary because his first concern is to achieve power at any 
price. Let thousands of Chadians die; what interests him before anything else is 
power, even if he has to march over the bodies of all Chadians to achieve it. His 
alibi is Libya. However, if you analyze things carefully, it is he, Hissein Habre, 
who made the Libyans come in by violating the Lagos accords, by attacking the towns 
of Mongo and of Ati. The Lagos accords provide that no signatory country should 
intervene in the internal affairs of Chad. However, there was really nothing to 
guarantee this accord. In any case, the strongest can eliminate the weakest. So 
that is what Hissein Habre did, carrying the war to Ndjamena. Hissein Habre was 
the strongest and he could massacre all Chadians of the other groups, without the 
OAU or any of the signatories of the Lagos accords lifting their little finger to 
stop him. So it is because of him that the Libyans intervened. In any case, if it 
had not been Libya, it would have been another country, so. 


All Tendencies to Make Peace 


[Question] Would you take part in the Transitional National Union Government of 
Chad [GUNT]? In other words, in the present situation in Chad, is it going too 
far to say thathe who is not with Habre strengthens the position of Goukouni? 


[Answer] I consider that Goukouni, Kamougue, or Acyl could unite the Chadians 
better than Habre. Having said that, I wish to say that I am returning to Chad 
and to the Chadians, who are victims of all these maneuverings. Today I have a 
deep distaste for all tendencies and I would like the country to return to peace. 
This can never be done with the various tendencies. 


[Question] In concrete terms what are you going to do now? 
[Answer] First of all, fight Hissein Habre within the FAN, which he has built in 


his own image. It is necessary to end up by destroying this image within the FAN 
itself. 
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[Question] So you will remain within the FAN? 


[Answer] I am a member of the Armed Forces of the North [FAN]. I resigned from the 
Command Council, but I remain a member who is determined to fight Habre from within, 
as I already began to do some time ago. I will continue my fight at all levels. If 
today there are tens of thousands of Chadian refugees in Cameroon, in Nigeria, in the 
Sudan, it is due to Hissein Habre. I would like to have all the soldiers in the FAN 
and all these innocent refugees understand today that they have been fooled. 


[Question] Do you think you have any chance to be heard within the FAN? 


[Answer] I think so because I did not leave the CCEAN on an impulse. I began by 
doing underground work, I became more sensitive to things. I demanded the holding 
of a congress, I wanted to hawe democratic elections within the council. I wanted 
each one to assume his responsibilities; I didn't want us to act like workers in a 
factory. I raised all these problems with Hissein Habre, with the council. I have 
already done a lot of work which, I hope, will bring its results. Habre and his 
supporters are presently subjecting me to calumnies, to low remarks, saying in par- 
ticular: "He is an Arab. He certainly met Acyl in Nairobi." They will even tell 
you that I contacted the Libyans. That's the same old story with Hissein. It is 
fortunate thatmany people no longer believe it. The Libyans can leave Chad today. 
However, in such a case Hissein Habre would not come to talk things over with his 
Chadian brothers because what interests him before anything else is power, and he 
will continue to seek all means to achieve it. 


[Question] Now that you have left the CCFAN, do you have another view of the Libyan 
presence in Chad? 


[Answer] I have always said that it is the negative action of Hissein Habre which 
made Libya intervene. However, I am persuaded that once the various tendencies dis- 
appear and an integrated national army is formed, Libya will have no more interest 
in remaining on our territory. People have often spoken of the problem of the 
Aouzou strip. There are frontier disputes everywhere. However, one can discuss 

and negotiate them and have a dialogue. No one knows if Francais Tombalbaye sold 
the Aouzou strip to the Libyans, but I sincerely believe that Chad has an obligation 


to cooperate with all its neighbors. 
[Question] What is the real strength of the FAN now? 


[Answer] The FAN was strong before and during the war. However, today everyone is 
beginning to see the game of Hissein Habre: to use men, to send them to their 
deaths in order to achieve power. Many soldiers have deserted, and defections are 
becoming more numerous. Habre will s-on be left alone with his family, his clan, 
as was the case in 1976 at Aramkulle when he left Goukouni in the Tibesti area. 
Habre has his own clan, the Anakaza group, and Goukouni is a Toubou. Within the 
Goran, he tried to show favoritism tohis clan. He was then threatened by the 
soldiers who were not his close relatives. It was for these reasons that he fled 
from Tibesti. It was not because of the Aouzou strip, "occupied" by the Libyans, as 


he alleged. 
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[Question] You consider yourself a simple member of the FAN. Do you sincerely 
think that the others, Habre in particular, look at you in this light? 


[Answer] I entered the FAN of my own free will. I was later named executive 
secretary by Hissein Habre. I resigned, and that is a fact. However, Habre, if 
he wants co act in a democratic way, cannot in any way exclude me from the Armed 
Forces of the North because the FAN above all is a gorup of Chadians, with members, 
with soldiers, with officials. The FAN is not simply Habre, who is no more than a 
simple individual among so many others. I have never hidden anything from him. I 
made proposals to him to establish democracy within the movement. However, in view 
of his stubbornness, his desire for absolute power, I preferred to withdraw. 
Whether he no longer even considers me to be a member of FAN, that is his affair, 
but he has no right to do so. In any case one thing is certain: Hissein Habre 
has lost and he is going to find himself all alone, because many members and 
soldiers of FAN are today ready to engage in a dialogue with their Chadian brothers, 
without any conditions. Habre always has to have preconditions. Many meetings on 
Chad have failed because of his caprices. Habre is a bad thing for the FAN and for 
Chad. 


[Question] The last summit meeting of the OAU was a kind of guarantee for Goukouni 
Queddei. What is the future of the FAN and, in another direction, do you think that 
Goukouni, if he has all Chadians behind him, will make the Libyans leave? 


[Answer] Unquestionably, the OAU summit meeting in Nairobi was favorable to Goukouni, 
who has need of the support of all Chadians, including those in the FAN, but without 
Hissein Habre, because he is a dangerous element who always stirs things up, who 
always makes war. That is the problem. Goukouni has need of all Chadians, including 
the soldiers and officials of the FAN. 


[Question] And he needs you also. 


[Answer] Me also, as I equally need him. It is time to end this useless war which 
has already made victims of thousands of people because of the ambitions of a single 
person, that is, Hissein Habre, who sends people to their death without explaining 
to them why. It is because of that situation that I am committing myself to fight 
against him, to explain to the people that it is necessary to put an end to these 
divisions. It is necessary that all Chadians find themselves again and shake each 
other's hand. Hissein Habre is an adventurer, and as long as he is there, Cuad 
will never find peace. It is necessary to destroy him politically. Moreover, it 
has already begun, and it is a good bet that all Chadians, apart from Habre, will 
soon be reconciled. The FAN is a component element in Chad. That is what should 
guide us in the future. Chadians have need of each other. This noble idea must 
light our path in the future for the survival of our country which is dying. Now 
it is time to do something without Hissein Habre. I'm committed to do it. 


[Question] What do you think of the new national patriotic movement which has 
just been created? 


[Answer] I have heard of it. I know nothing of its statutes or its ultimate pur- 


poses. On the other hand I know the people who have established it. All that I 
can say is that its president, Doungous Kimto, as late as last March, was a member 
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of the FAN. I know him very well. According to some information, the members of 
this movement want to fight against the Libyan presence in Chad. But fight in what 
way, under what form? As far as I am concerned, I think that people have to be 
clear and more honest. If this movement is just another political tendency, I say 


no to it. The country does not need it. It would further complicate the drama 
through which we are living. 
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COMORO ISLANDS 


GOVERNMENT CLAIMS TO KNOW NOTHING OF EXILED OPPOSITION 
Paris AFRICA AFP in English 31 Jul 81 p 30 


[Text] Moroni, 29 Jul--The Comoran Justice and Information Ministry said yesterday 
that two exiled opposition movements--the Comoran National United Front and the 
Union of Comorans, which announced their fusion ten days ago in Paris--were 
"totally unknown" in the Comoro. Islands and elsewhere. 


"They say they are in exile but whom have they fled? Who is preventing them from 
returning to the country?" the Ministry demanded in a communique. 


The communique alleged that some members of the opposition groups were of French 
nationality, but said they could not expect French or other political parties to 
grant them any significance. 


"This handful of individuals... rather than show their capabilities (if they have 
any) in the service of their country, prefer some obscure political notoriety, 

in the evident hope of receiving from so-called sympathisers subsidies to allow 
them to settle comfortably in a hotel abroad while the real Comoran people work 
at home in building their country", the communique said. 


"If they want to be free and independent, why are they so anxious to tag along 
behind foreign powers?" the Ministry demanded. 


The July 18 statement from the two organisations called for support from French 
President Francois Mitterrand and urged “Comoran students and workers" to fight 
for the "liberation" of the Comoros. 

The Union of Comorans was started by former President Ali Soilih, who was killed 


in May 1978 as he tried to escape after being toppled two weeks earlier in a coup 
which brought President Ahmed Abdallah back to power. 
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COMORO ISLANDS 


EDUCATION SYSTEM EVALUATED BY INSPECTOR 
Paris LE CONTINENT 9 Jun 81 p 10 


/ Interview with Ibrahima Hissani, inspector of education, by reporter 
Jonathan Mongory, date and place not specified: "Education in Crisis in the 
Comoro Islands" 7 


/Text_/ Ibrahima Hissani is a Comorans. At present he is 

an inspector of national education and is taking courses at 

ie "agai training college for teachers at Saint-Cloud 
France). 


LE CONTINENT: Ibrahima Hissani, what do you think of the educational ee 
in the Comoro Islands? 


Ibrahima Hissani: I feel very pessimistic. Until 197, education in the 
Comoro Islands was the same as in France. The organization was the same. 

Let us say that at the time we were under French domination. It was a fairly 
loose autonomy. And Ahmed Abdallah was the chairman of the cabinet, before 
becoming president of the republic. Now as everybody knows, Ahmed Abdallah 
was always influenced by France. So it is not surprising that the Comoran: 
educational system remained about the same as the French one. 


Officials have tried to see the problems of education from a different point 
of view since then. They took certain facts of national life more and more 
into consideration. Such as the community spirit and the religious values. 
Islam. Measures to make these arrangements effective had been taken after 
independence (6 July 1975). Alas, nothing came of it. The new government, 
that of Ali Soilih, had tried to remodel the education system to include 
these community values by creating a koranic school. The leaders had also 
decentralized the educational organizations. The decentralization was inten- 
ded to give responsibility for children's education entirely over to the 
villages. But that was a failure too. 


LE CONTINENT: A koranic school. But why such an establishment in the Comoro 
Islands? 
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Ibrahima Hissani: The impact of Islam is total. The Comoro Islands have 
at present 350,000 inhabitants divided among the three islands (Anjouan, 
Moheli, aid Grand Comoro). All Comorams. are Moslems. Islam has become a 
state religion. 


LE CONTINENT: What about the cultural level since Ahmed Abdalleh returned to 
power? 


Ibrahima Hissani: No change. In any case, the new government called into 
question again, at least so far as education is concerned, everything that 
had been undertaken by Ali Soilih's government. And at present we are having 
trouble giving normal education in our high schools. The most serious, and 
the most worrying thing, is that the Comoro Islands are experiencing serious 
economic problems. In every area, including education,it is having some 
unfortunate repecussions. 


In 1979, there were 38 Comoran. teachers out of a teaching body of 173. They 
were all high school teachers. 


On the other hand, in the rural schools, institutions established at the time 
that Ali Soilih was in power, all the teachers, numbering 326, were Comorans.. 
They are young people who have only their certificate of secondary education. 


LE CONTINENT: What is the future of the education system in the Comoro Is< 
lands? 


Ibrahima Hissans It is an enormous problem. The Comorans cannot solve it. 
Foreigners make up 80 percent of the teaching body. It seems to be time to 
review the entire system. It must be centered around development. The pres- 
ent structures are too clumsy and need to be changed. Education is more city- 
centered than ever. In other words, the system favors the children of the 
cities. The latest measures, taken recently, discontinuing boarding and 
transportation or students from lower income levels, have only made the cris- 
is worse. Young country people are the most underprivileged. That includes 
the girls. In 1981, 10 percent of Comoran girls are in high schools, and 

22 percent in the rural schools. 


The Comoro Islands intend to maintain very close relations with France on the 


cultural level. The assistance granted by Paris is considerable. However, 
it does not resolve any of the problems. 
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CONGO 


SASSOU-NGUESSO MEETS WITH FRENCH VISITORS 
ABO71531 Brazzaville Domestic Service in French 1245 GMT 7 Aug 81 


[Text] The head of state, Col Dennis Sassou-Nguesso, has just held talks in 
Mpila with President Mitterrand's advisor on African affairs, Mr Guy Penne. 
The talks lasted an hour and took place in the presence of Mr (Roger Lebret), 
another of the French president's advisors, the French ambassador to Congo, 
Mr Andre Arnaud and also in the presence of our minister of foreign affairs, 
Comrade Pierre Nze. Mr Guy Penne told (Pierre Michel Odo) that he delivered 
an invitation to the head of state from President Francois Mitterrand to 
participate in the Franco-African summit which will take place in Paris from 
3 to 4 November this year. 


[Begin recording] [Guy Penne] You are aware that the chairman of the Central 
Committee and president of the republic Sassou-Nguesso, who was accompanied by 
several ministers, was received privately in Paris for a few days. All issues 
related to cooperation were discussed and examined seriously. 


Today I have come to deliver to your president an invitation from President 
Francois Mitterrand for the Franco-African summit conference which will be 

held in Paris from 3 to 4 November. During the takks which we just held, we 
discussed the possible items on the agenda of that conference and the new meaning 
that we intend giving to that conference since it is the follow-up of other 
conferences held in the past. I think it will have a very different meaning 
because our president of the republic would like to give a better defined meaning 
to the cooperation with various countries in the world than that which existed 
before he came into power. I think that we also exchanged views on the preceding 
stages of our trip and also on our forthcoming visits to Angola and Mozambique. 
We took profound interest in all the remarks made by your president which were 
extremely judicious and enriching for us. 


[Question] Concerning this visit, can one say that it falls within the same 
framework as the preceding stages and the future ones, that js, the messages that 
you are delivering to the African heads of state? 


[Answer] I am delivering messages from the president of the French Republic inviting 
some heads of state. That is to say that with each head of state there are sometimes 
particular issues which we discuss and by gleaning information from here and there 
and welcoming advice we enrich and strengthen our experience in order to determine 
French policy in Africa. [end recording] 


That is to say that the two envoys of President Mitterrand are currently undertaking 
an African tour. They arrived in Brazzaville yesterday evening from Libreville. 
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CONGO 


SASSOU-NGUESSO URGES NEW ECONOMIC SYSTEM 
AB071350 Brazzaville Domestic Service in French 1245 GMT 6 Aug 81 


[Address by Congolese President Denis Sassou-N'Guesso to the opening session 
of the National Planning Commission in Brazzaville on 6 August--recorded] 


[Text] This meeting of the National Planning Commission has a very important 
objective. It has the task of ensuring the effective and harmonious planning 
of our country's development for the next 5 years. I know that we are all aware 
of the numerous problems we have to face following the complete disruption of 
our country's structures by the colonial system. We have on many occasions 
emphasized the disastrous effects colonialism and neocolonial domination have 
had on our country and people. 


The next development plan must be a deliberate and determined attempt to com- 
pletely change our present economic structure. It must therefore be a plan which 
willbe a break from the present system in conformity with the directives of the 
third extraordinary party congress. The present economic system must be gradually 
replaced by a new balanced and harmonious structure which will enable a truly 
internal and self-sustained development. A break from the present system implies 
that the participants in this meeting of the National Planning Commission must 
have the nation's interest at heart. They must give preference to major national 
objectives and projects which will benefit all the people and make it possible 

to restructure and unify the country, relaunch production on new bases and 
improve our people's living conditions. 


The general interest is not necessarily the sum total of small local or individual 
interests. It means that we shoujid avoid the tendency to scatter tiny projects 
all over the country in order to emphasize those things that can really contribute 
to the implementation of our development strategy. The plan is a global systen;. 
therefore, the projects must be linked together. No project should be treated 

as if it belonged to a particular locality or region but as a project destined 

to serve a given strategy. 
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CONGO 


SASSOU-NGUESSO DISCUSSES NATION'S DOMESTIC, FOREIGN POLICIES 
Brazzaville MWETI in French 9 Jul 81 pp 3-6; 11 Jul 81 pp 3-5 


[Excerpts] Your presence in this hall is proof of your real interest in the politi- 
cal, economic and social life of Congo, Africa, and the rest of the world. For 

my own part, I want to thank you for having come in such numbers to listen to us 
and talk with us. 


The Peoples Republic of Congo, as you know, has made 1981 a special year for major 
efforts, and hard organized work, in the execution and oversight of the transitional 
program, in the design and adoption of the Plan. I intend to see this direction is 
scrupulously followed. I have absolutely no doubts that this direction will be 
respected by everyone. We have adopted, as you know, scientific work methods, 
based on systematization and continuous monitoring. Continuous monitoring, syste- 
matic and generalized, is a factor leading to objectivity. Its establishment as a 
labor technique is a victory over subjectivism. As it constantly calls forth the 
workers, the people, as witnesses, it is an element of democracy. Monitoring 
creates awareness. The watchword of monitoring is a victory for the Congolese 
Labor Party [PCT]. 


Last year and this year we have made visits to three regions of our country. We 
intend to continue this program of visits, possibly this year, but especially next 
year. But I can already say, without fear of contradiction, that the directives, 
the watchwords of the party are not only accepted in the interior, but observed 
and carried out. We have brought back from the country's interior the same that 
our masses have really become aware both of problems at their own level and at the 
national level. I can state that our party is consolidated, that it is making 
progress in the country's interior, and that the masses, despite their problems, 
which are many, are courageously applying themselves tasks of production. But I 
would add that despite the difficult situation facing our masses, they are working 
very, very hard. 


I must say that the political conditions are ripe for that: the democracy which 
reigns in our country, the peace of mind and calm spirits, the national concord. 
But it is not only national problems which beset us and concern us. We do not live 
in a vacuum. Today's world is interdependent. The fate of Congo is tied to that 
of Africa and the world. The international situation does not seem to us particu- 
larly bright. It is rather a cause of concern. My country its as you know solidly 
aligned with all countries, all peoples, who are struggling for their liberation, 
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for social progress, and for peace in the world. All the peoples of the world want 
peace and aspire to progress. Any action taken in disregard for these considera- 
tions is marching against the tide of history. Humanity has just lived through a 
historic event, in that regard. The big victory of the French left at the last 
elections, both presidential and legislative, shows the determination of the French 
people to commit themselves decisively to the building of a more just and more 
humane society. President Mitterrand's accession to power is in our opinion an in- 
portant event which will not fail to have a positive influence on political life not 
only in France but also in Western Europe and throughout the rest of the world. We 
ourselves are convinced that relations between France and Congo will now go better. 


Solidarity is the thing we lack the most in this world. Look at the world economic 
situation, the gap that shows between the nations of the North and those of the 
South, look at how unjust it is. 


It is fortunate that the countries of the so-called Third World, especially within 
the Non-Aligned Movement, have become aware of this situation. 


We think it is time for Africa to unite all its forces to organize its economic 
future. Africa must be able to control its own wealth. Africa must be able to gain 
mastery over technology if it wants to escape the condition into which history has 
thrust it. We do not believe micronationalism is a means of resolving our economic 
problems. We think that the health of Africa, and to start with our own welfare, 

is to be achieved through large sub-regional economic groups, and ultimately, 
through an African common market. 


[J.M.V. Kouapiti of Tel-Congo] Comrade President, you have visited three of our 
country's regions; you have been in contact with the peasant masses, we recognize 
that the party and the state have made big efforts to try to improve the condition 
of the peasant masses with the increase in the price of certain agricultural pro- 
ducts. How have the Congolese peasants reacted to this effort of the party? 


[President Denis Sassou-Nguesso] It is obvious that the peasants have reacted 
favorably. I think that even before we went into the regions, we were getting a 
sense of this even in Brazzaville. We cannot forget that the problem facing the 
rural areas is a problem of construction, but also a problem of moving production 
out. Even if we increase the price of agricultural products, it is necessary 
ultimately for the offices responsible for buying them to get to the peasants. And 
if the offices do not get to them because means of transport, roads, rivers, etc... 
all this infrastructure is lacking, it is obvious that, even if prices should be 
attractive for the peasants, and even if production were good, it would not get out. 
But as you certainly know the party has given guidelines to the state institutions, 
especially in the context of the elaboration of the 5-year plan, for economic re- 
covery. But it is certain that in the course of what we call the reconquest of the 
national space it will continue to be a question of putting in place in infrastruc- 
ture needed to end the isolation of the back-country. To answer your question, the 
masses have favorably welcomed the decisions of the party and the government. But 
in the interior there are still bottlenecks which keep some of the peasant populace 
from enjoying the benefits of these decisions, because they cannot get their pro- 
ducts out, roads whether in good or even bad condition being virtually nonexistent. 
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[Paul Ngatse of JEUNESSE ET REVOLUTION] Comrade President of the central committee, 
the Union of Congolese Socialist Youth, the youth of the PCT, is preparing for its 
fourth regular congress. As a prelude to this meeting of Congolese youth local 
congresses were held in the regions at the end of which, as a body, the youths, 
basically those from the interior, expressed their support for the low-spirited 
work by the political leadership for the building of the nation by work, democracy, 
and national concord. During your tour of the Pool Plateaux and Cuvette regions, 
what did you think of the contribution youth was making to the creative action of 
the masses and its expressed determination to integrate the development program, 
especially to integrate the upcoming 1982-1986 5-year plan? 


[President Sassou-Nguesso] In the schools, the watchword we promulgated--"One 
school, one field"--has been universally applied. Everywhere we went in the country- 
side, when we saw a school, we always asked its head where was the field? And 
everywhere we were always shown a field. Which might lead us to say that the watch- 
word "One school, one field," has been applied everywhere in the countryside. Per- 
haps not completely in the cities, in Brazzaville for example. In addition to the 
young people who are organized in the schools, there are other young people found 
everywhere in the pre-cooperative groups. We think that the youth leaders should do 
everything to get this part of youth organized, make it integrate production. With- 
out a doubt, in the countryside there are many other young people besides those who 
are in school who are integrating production. I think it is an organizational 
problem, getting hold of this part of youth, integrate if under the activity of the 
UJSC [Union of Congolese Socialist Youth] with the production process. As we have 
just said, all our directives are understood in the interior, and widely followed. 
We hope that the latest decisions just taken, especially the national service, will 
give us the possibility of better organizing the youth in the towns as well as the 
countryside. It will more and more be a question of getting youth involved in the 
process of production, and conditions are rpie for that. 


[Serge Michel Odzocki of VOIX DE LA REVOLUTION CONGOLAISE] Comrade President, you 
have spoken of the benefits of monitoring. You have journeyed into the interior 

of our country. We would very much like to know if you have an opinion as to whether 
improvement in the application of this directive has been better in the towns or 

in the fields? 


[President Sassou-Nguesso] With respect to the countryside, one must distinguish 
between projects initiated by the peasants themselves and those which are initiated 
from the capital. Even so, in both cases, what we have observed is that nothing 
could ever replace monitoring, the assignment of tasks and monitoring. But we have 
noted that in the interior of the country it is very difficult to carry out certain 
projects because of the isolation in which some localities find themselves, and 
consequently there is no possibility of getting materials there. Even in Brazza- 
ville we are experiencing breaks in supplies of construction materials. Imagine 
the fate of a project in Mbomo, where there is hardly any access at all. We hap- 
pened to spend several hours on a 60-km section [of road], and we realized this is 
a real problem. This is why we think that the question of the reconquest of the 
national space, the laying down of the infrastructure needed to escape isolation, 
is an important question. This is monitored several times. We were told clearly 
that with all the will in the world it was difficult to match the pace of the city 
for these reasons. But some projects have been carried out. Take for example the 
water supply project in Djambala. For a long time it was practically impossible 











to get materials from Brazzaville to Djambala. It was difficult, under these con- 
ditions, to get an accurate assessment of the yield. But we were able to observe 
that the determination to carry through with projects was real. 


(Adrien Honore Mbeyet of ANP press service] Comrade President, the people's 
national assembly which ended its deliberations yesterday passed a bill that is 
very important for the present and future of our country, namely the national 
service bill. This bill is a great victory fey youth and the Congolese revolution. 
The elected representatives of the people, who adopted it were, I might add, very 
happy with it. Now it remains to be applied. Comrade President, how do you see its 
implementation, its monitoring, and its effects? 


[President Sassou-Nguesso] The effects will only be to the benefit of the country. 
In this country we should certainly learn to join theory to practice, otherwise we 
will just talk till the end of time. Let us simply take the slogan of youth: 
production, discipline, steel. This slogan is now the law. So it is now a question 
of putting it into practice. If you have read the law it says that regulatory 
texts will establish the modalities of execution of the law and we will see con- 
cretely how the censuses of youth who have reached the age of service will be 
carried out. There will come a time when every young person between the ages of 18 
and 35 will have to give a part of his activity to the nation for the defense of 
the country and to provide for its development. These young pcople will be pro- 
vided for free of charge, and this is done in every country in the world. 


[Gabriel Botenza of ETUMBA] Comrade President, oil has become one of the important 
elements in the macro-economic structure of our country. What are the prospects, 
and may we hope that in a few years our country will be part of OPEC? 


[President Sassou-Nguesso] Everyone stirs up a fuss about this question of petro- 
leum, as if there were a secret. There is no secret, At the people's national 
assembly, when the budget of the state is adopted, we put in the deputies’ dossiers 
the oil production, the cost per barrel, the exchange rate of the dollar. Everyone 
can do his own calculations at home, everyone can figure out the degree to which we 
will have to scaisz back our hopes. The level of oil production is well know. It 
is some 4 million tons this year and no more. The rest is dreams. And when we 
arrive at higher levels of production, that too will be no secret. Here and there 
some discoveries have been made, But there is a big gap between the discovery of 
a deposit and the production of oil. For the moment, I think that it serves no 
purpose to keep dreaming. All the production figures and the expected revenues are 
known to the deputies, who are the representatives of the people. They should pass 
them on at meetings with their constituents. There has been talk recently to the 
effect that the price of oil may perhaps hav: to be lowered, because there are 
problems. I do not see why we should continue to indulge in dreams on this ques- 
tion. I want to emphasize this problem, because some think that we have oil and can 
go on sleeping. Error and illusion. So much the better for us if we have a little 
oil income. We have fertile soil, from the ccast all the way to Betou, Souanke, 
and everything grows. Therefore, we have already given a directive, this is why 
we are putting the accent on infrastructure to escape isolation in order to develop 
agriculture. We have some forest reserves, we can develop forestry in our country, 
agriculture, and agor-industry. And then we have water and energy sites. Surveys 











have been made, energy sites are numerous. With the water we can organize irriga- 
tion systems and survive. I do not see why people should still kick up a fuss about 
oil. We have other resources more permanent than oil. Whether or not we should 
join OPEC remains to be seen. 


[Joseph Diele of VOIX DE LA REVOLUTION CONGOLAISE] It is true that everything de- 
pends on work, but in the short term, Comrade President, what is the main tool of 
the PCT and the government for reining in this little gallop of the cost of living 
in our country? 


[President Sassou-Nguesso] First of all, you have answered the question yourself in 
part. But one must first of all understand that we are an open economy, above all 
we are open to the international market and to the western market in particular. 

We import everything--perhaps not manioc and fish, but we import rice, meat, not 

to mention clothes, shoes, glasses, everything you are wearing. The cost of all 
these products is fixed elsewhere, so we buy them at those prices and we have no 
choice in the matter. Everything is connected with work, it is true; perhaps on 
the day when we produce enough rice for ourselves, enough manioc, meat and vege- 
tables, perhaps we will no longer buy things from abroad and we will at least be 
sufficiently organized to eat, clothe ourselves, perhaps perform our own medical 
care, house ourselves, educate ourselves--we can leave it at that--but still it 
will be necessary for us to organize ourselves in such a way that what we produce 
ourselves is competitive, and this is an important question. I would point out 
that not too long ago it was impossible for us to put our own meat on the waket. 
There were several hundred head of cattle on the Diehesse ranches, etc...No one 
wanted to eat pork, but it was impossible for us to put our own meat on the market, 
because meat produced in Congo was too costly compared with what could be imported 
from abroad, because of production costs. And in this question of production costs, 
there is also che question of costs related to manpower, the cost of the equipment 
that we do not manufacture. This is why at the third special congress we posed the 
problem of reorganizing our economy, in order to make it self-centered and self- 
motivating, so it would not be totally dependent on the outside and subject to the 
vicissitudes of the external situation. When you speak of the cost of living, there 
is first of all and primarily food. Now as for clothes, if someone--I am not say~ 
ing that this tendency should be encouraged--if someone has enough money to buy a 
pair of shoes that cost F [CFA] 50,000, that is something else again, because one 
can also find a pair of less expensive shoes, but with food, we should at least 
produce enough to feed ourselves. In reality our economy is still open and we 
endure the blows of inflation and the economic crisis which is raging in the capi- 
talist countries. Add to that the phenomenon of exploitation. Given that we have 
not yeat correctly solved the problem of trade in our country, these who sell to us 
are reaping excessive profits. In my opinion it is in these two ways that we must 
see the question: the reorganization of our economic system as called for by the 
third special congress, and then the problem of labor, of production. We must 
produce, there are a million and a half of us. Similarly, it is shameful for us 

I think if, with a territory as rich as ours we find it impossible to provide food 
for out 1.5 million inhabitants. If we could provide food to the people at a lower 
cost, I think that would already be progress. We come back to the question of labor 
we were discussing a moment ago: the organization of labor, production, improve- 
ment, the augmentation of labor productivity. 
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[Rigobert Douniama, press attache in the office of the president] Comrade Presi- 
dent, during your visit in April 1980 to Pointe-Noire and during the call you made 
on the national oil refinery, the experts in charge of the repair work on the enter- 
prise estimated that it would take about 18 months to complete the repairs. Fifteen 
months after your visit, might we know when this refinery, which was once called a 
"bottomless pit," will be finished? 


[President Sassou-Nguesso] Yes, it is in truth a bottomless pit since it was the 
result of a swindle. It is a bottomless pit because of that. In my view, our press 
does not adequately reflect important events, which is a pity. I think that you 
know that in this refinery affair there was a verdict which was rendered by the 
court of arbitration in Paris, and I read extracts in a review which covers oil 
issues. I do not know if our press has said as much about this important question. 


It is a bottomless pit because it was the result of a swindle. The final verdict 
on this question was rendered in our favor. We won the trial over the refinery, 
and the press has not spoken about it. Perhaps it did not have access to the 
documents, but the press has not spoken about it. An important question, at a 

time when on the pretext of petroleum some crooks are filling up the hotels of 
Pointe-Noire and Brazzaville in search of markets. It seems to me that it was the 
right time to give wide coverage to this refinery swindle. I will not go back into 
the details of the affair, it is too long. I can simply say to the press that in 
this matter we won the trial, we were right, we had been robbed, deceived by dis- 
honest partners and as here and there in the world one can still find justice, we 
prevailed. Now it is a question of rehabilitating the refinaery. We were actually 
told that the restoration could be completed in.18 months, but it seems that every 
step of the way one runs into bizarre things, extraordinary things, and that every 
day the ready-dates are modified. We hope that now things are set up so that per- 
haps by the beginning of next year we could go on to the trial operations. These 
are the estimates that we have, but it is really a question of trying to rehabili- 
tate a corpse, since there was a swindle at the basis of the whole thing. I think 
that to respond directly to your question, perhaps at the beginning of next year 
we could get this refinery operating. 


[Christian Gilbert, counselor in the office of the president] One of the main 
events, if not the principal event in economic terms in the coming months and per- 
haps the coming years will be the upcoming 5-year plan. We have spoken about a 
wide democratic debate. Might we know what this is and where we are on it? 


[President Sassou-Nguesso] At the time of our message to the nation in December, 
we mentioned briefly the way in which we intended to organize this democratic de- 
bate, because we think that what is at issue is a plan and it is necessary for all 
the players to be involved in the objectives of the plan. This is why we thought 
that a democratic debate starting in the factories, the districts, and the conm- 
munities, should be set up over the plan. I might say that things are moving along, 
since the work that was prepared at the governmental level has been submitted for 
debate at the regional level, the people's councils in the regions who have already 
met on the sectoral drafts, on the draft plans for regional development. The 
central committee itself has already held one meeting in the course of which it 
declared its endorsement of the draft plan for development up to the year 2000, and 
also approved some elements, some rough drafts, of the 5-year plan. 
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Thus, the debate has already taken place both at the level of the central committee 
and the regions through the people's councils. Today we have launched the idea of 
a debate on the plan at the level of the national planning council. All the parties 
who have debated these drafts separately are going to be there--the party, the 
workers through their organizations, the legislature, the experts, all the parties 
who have separately dealt with and discussed these drafts are going to come to- 
gether next month in the national planning council to take a closer took at the 
issues and move toward more precise conclusions which will above all relate to 

the 5-year plan. Up to now we have spoken of drafts looking toward the year 2000 
and also drafts for the 5-year period. During the national planning council, it 
will be more of a question of the 5-year plan itself. 


I think that gradually we are moving toward more precise data and we will map out 
the contours of the 5-year plan itself and after the national planning council, 
which will probably be held the first half of August, the central committee will 
meet the second half of August and we will gradually move toward the assembly 
meeting in November-December, and we will move toward the adoption of the 5-year 
plan at the end of the year. This is a procedure which has been decreed, we are 
happy to note that everywhere the masses are taking an interest in debates on the 
plan and are making a positive contribution to it. I can give an example, when we 
were in the Plateaux region, I tell you that in the drafts we had done we did not 
have the idea for a river port at Mpouya, it was the masses of that region who came 
up with that idea which is a good one. The construction of a river port with a 
Mpouya-Ngo rail link would effectively open the whole Plateaux region to the Congo 
River. That was a true idea of the masses of the region, their contribution, their 
suggestion. I have given one example, there are certainly others in other regions, 
and we think that this democratic debate is something useful, and important, all 
the more so because it will be the first real plan that we have adopted. It will 
in my opinion be a great educational experience for all the cadres, for the mili- 
tants, and for the popular masses. Everything is going as we have anticipated, and 
we think that between now and the end of the year we will end up with everyone's 
agreement on the 5-year plan. 


[Editor's Note] The second part of the press conference we are presenting to you 

in the present edition is going to be devoted to foreign policy, particularly to 
questions on the referendum in the Western Sahara, Chad, the visits of the president 
of the central committee to the USSR and Mozambique, relations with the countries 

of Latin America and with the new French leaders, as well as with the situation in 
Poland. We are trying once again to stay very close to the statements of the presi- 
dent of the central committee of the PCT. 


[Gert Mayer of VOICE OF GERMANY (FRG)] Today there is news of new attacks against 
Angola from South Africa. In that connection, it should be added that one year 
ago, Andrew Young and Mr Henry went to Angola. Today, the chief of UNITA [National 
Union for the Total Independence of Angola] is going to the United States. Thus 
there are certain changes in the outlook for Angola, Do you think that the fact 
that Mr Mitterrand is president of France could be somewhat of a counterweight ; 
that a person such as Andre Cheysson could create a counterweight in the Western 
world? Is Africa so terribly weakened, 20 years after independence, by all these 
unfortunate little football wars not far from here or again by various border 
crises such for example as the one between Cameroon and Nigeria, and that all that 
weakens Africa, so that Africa cannot itself be a more formidable counterweight 
against South Africa? 
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[President Sassou-Nguesso] I do not wish to speak for President Mitterrand. But 
since the victory of the left in France, the positions taken by the French authori- 
ties on the question of southern Africa are clear. I think that they have reassured 
Africa, and we are convinced that they will undoubtedly be a counterweight, be- 
cause the situation has not always been like this. This is our hope, because we 
have already heard the French authorities take positions clearly in support of 
Africa against the racist and fascist forces of South Africa. We are persuaded 

that things will go in this direction. This is why I said just now that we were not 
alone, and that around the world there were forces for peace and progress that were 
right by our side. It is true that when one has a primary enemy, one should direct 
all the fire toward that enemy and leave secondary questions aside. Just now we 
said that we were not for micronationalism. We think that given the economic ob- 
jectives pursued by the OAU [Organization of African Unity], any fancied idea to 
have border wars to gain a little piece of ground, at the very time when the overall 
problem of organizing large economic groupings is being addressed, contradicts the 
objectives pursued by the continent. Actually, we find it regrettable that little 
situations appear which divide us more and weaken our fight. I believe that our 
country will do everything in its power to contribute to resolving these issues 
which truly impede the overall struggle both politically and economically. We 

are convinced that they will rapidly be surmounted. The proof: the little dispute 
which has pitted Cameroon against Gabon has been, rapidly I think, overcome and 
according to our information there is no more tension on that side. But I am 
entirely in agreement with you that these are regrettable situations which weaken 
us. 


[Mpassi Muba of ACI] Comrade President, you made a visit last May to the Soviet 
Union. I remember that the visit was made at tne time when we were in the process 
of elaborating the draft 5-year plan. I was surprised at the conclusion of the 
visit that the official documents which were published did not make extensive men- 
tion of the economic problems between the Soviet Union and Congo. I told myself 
that perhaps our 5-year plan would be carried out without the external assistance 
from friendly countries. When we met at Owando, Comrade Benoit Moundele-Ngolo 
spoke to us about the draft plan for roads in the 5-year plan. And there I saw 
that we would be calling on foreign companies to carry out this road program. So 
I ask you the question whether the Congo did not submit its plans to the Soviet 
side following this trip or whether the two sides did not reach agreement on the 
plans presented by Congo. 


[President Sassou-Nguesso] Perhaps you are not completely abreast of developments. 
We think that the signing of a treaty of friendship and cooperation between two 
states is the expression at the highest level of the political will toward real 
cooperation. I think that this is the first conclusion one must draw from the sign- 
ing of this treaty of friendship and cooperation. To say that the Congolese side 
did not submit economic proposals to the Soviet side is not quite correct. But 

we are in the process of elaborating our plan and we think that on this matter dis- 
cussions with all our friends, not only the Soviets, are being pursued. We are 
asking all our friends to help us more determinedly in the execution of our plan. 


Already, at the ministry of planning, there are Soviet experts who are helping us 
in elaboration of this plan. But gradually, as we elaborate it, we are contacting 
all our friends who want to cooperate with us in the context of mutual benefit. We 
do not want one-way cooperation, as if our partners did not benefit from cooperating 
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with us. We are establishing contact with all parties who desire it. We are con- 
tinuing the discussions with all partners, including the Soviet Union. And we are 
sure that we will get good results in economic terms, because the political will 

to do so has already been expressed through the signing of this treaty of friendship 
and cooperation. Thus we are again at the end of our labors on that question. The 
plan itself has not yeat been elaborated in final form. 





[A. H. Mbeyet of PRESSE APN] At the time when the 1980 supplementary program was 
being drawn up, there was the possibility of substantial participation on the part 
of friendly countries. Now when we did the physical and financial accounting of 
execution of that supplementary program, it was noted that it was instead the 
Congolese side which was contributing to the realization of the said program. 


Has there been some hesitation on the part of our friends? 


[President Sassou-Nguesso] Certainly not. A whole set of procedures--some of them 
bureaucratic--sometimes slows down certain projects. I do not think that this 
reflects any deliberate intention to sabotage the implementation of any projects. 

I think that it has to do with a whole set of complicated bureaucratic procedures. 
Also, it is partly a matter of discussions we are carrying out with some friendly 
countries. 


[Serge Michel Odzoki of RTC] The foreign policy of our party has for some time 
extended to the South American continent, and various contacts have been cemented. 
We would like to know how the prospects look for cooperation with those states. 


[President Sassou-Nguesso] Yes, in recent times we have established diplomatic 
relations and even economic cooperation with certain Latin American countries 
(Brazil, Argentina, Nicaragua, and others...) because we think that we should co- 
operate with all parties that desire it on the basis of mutual benefit. With re- 
spect to Brazil and Mexico, for example, we think that these are countries that 
are midway between developed countries and developing countries. A country like 
Brazil has developed some proven technology, which is well adapted to some of our 
countries. It is a country which has accumulated a certain amount of experience 
which may perhaps benefit our economy. We would simply like these contacts to be 
beneficial not only for ourselves, but also for these countries. 


[Ikia Akoli of TELECONGO] Comrade President, after the OAU summit, you went to 
Mozambique; beyond the joint communique published at the end of the visit, we would 
like to know your impressions, especially about the manner in which the Mozambican 
comrades are defending their revolution and how they are taking care of their 
development, taking into account their geographical position in relation to South 
Africa? 


[President Sassou-Nguesso] I think that the fact that countries like Angola and 
Mozambique opted, after their liberation, for building scientific socialism, and 

that they established avant-garde Marxist-Leninist parties, is gratifying for us, 
because for a long time we were alone. It is therefore a good thing. If we estab- 
lish the most direct contacts with these countries, it is in order to reinforce 

the ties of friendship, cooperation and struggle which exist between our peoples, 

our parties, and our goyernments. We were very pleased with our visit to Mozambique. 
We know that Mozambique is on the doorstep of South Africa. Not long ago South 
Africa came and practically bombed the city of Maputo. 
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Since that attack took place just a few kilometers from the capital, we think that 
it is a country whose people are courageous and who are fighting to conquer their 
real independence in political and economic terms. In Mozambique we found a people 
who were standing up on their own two feet, ready to defend their liberty, their 
independence, with arms in hand. They are a people convinced of the justice of the 
socialist option they have chosen, and they have begun a series of actions to 
transform the countryside. We visited the communal village of Marien Ngouabi, 

and we found there cooperative village institutions that were solidly in place. 

We observed that FRELIMO [Mozambique Liberation Front] was in control of the situa- 
tion. And it is a difficult situation. The country is the object of direct aggres- 
sion on the part of South Africa. But, we left Mozambique with the conviction that 
socialism there will triumph, and that the movement begun by the comrades is ir- 
reversible. We returned very reassured by this situation, because they have a 
solid and impregnable base. This is an advance for the forces struggling in Africa 
against exploitation and domination. 


[Tass Agency correspondent] Comrade President, the Peoples Republic of Congo gives 
moral and material support to the struggle of the Namibian people under the leader- 
ship of their sole and legitimate representative, SWAPO [Southwest African Peoples 
Organization]. Now quite recently the new U.S. Administration described the national 
liberation struggle as international terrorism. Do you feel that your country is 
supporting international terrorism? 


[President Sassou-Nguesso] This is not a new question. When the armed struggle 
broke out in Algeria, the first combatants were called terrorists in the city. 
Everywhere that armed struggle has broken out, imperialism has always called the 
combatants for freedom terrorists and rebels. History has shown that the reality 
was quite different. Thus, there is nothing surprising in all this, because the 
Palestinians who are struggling to reconquer their fatherland are also called 
terrorists. It is not a new vocabulary, this is always the way in which the popular 
forces who have taken up arms to free themselves are treated. But the verdict of 
history is well known. We know who it is that is sowing terror in the world, be- 
cause everyone, just like the Congo, could just stay at home inside his own borders 
and not have redoubts in the south. 


[Joseph Diele of VOIX DE LA REVOLUTION] What is your opinion on the storage of 
arms, and especially nuclear missiles, in certain European countries? Do you have 
any concrete proposals for detente? 


[Claude Bivoua of MWETI] In the context of Congolese-Cuban relations, 2 years ago 
the international press made a gib fuss over the 600 Congolese young people in 

Cuba. Two years later, Comrade President, do you have any points to make in assess- 
ing this experiment, and why was it supposedly interrupted? 


[President Sassou-Nguesso] Nothing has been interrupted. The offer was made to 
send a graduating class of young people. Everything is going very well. The 
parents are in contact with their children. Who made all the noise about this 
question? It was the imperialists. Have there never been children in Western 
Europe--even less than 5 years old--who have left home to live in boarding schools 
and other places? Westerners are not scandalized by that. The children there are 
not with their parents. Some of them may even be in their cribs. But in any case 








I have even discussed this with Mr Mbow, the director general of UNESCO, who came 
here. He spoke to me of these schools which he visited. He told me of his favor- 
able impressions from that experience, The children are doing very well. You of 
the press could inquire with their families to find out if there are parents who are 
concerned. Some members of the government have their children over there. They are 
not unhappy. So all the noise that has been made about this question is pointless. 
Nevertheless, I have answered these people directly in Paris, since the hubbub was 
made several days before our arrival in Paris. The experiment has not been renewed 
because this was the only class given the opportunity for training. 


[Mpassi Muba of ACI] Three months ago, several events in France--notably the 
election of Mr Francois Mitterrand with a majority in the assembly and the forma- 
tion of a government composed of socialists and communists. I thought to myself 
that these events should constitute a balm for relations between France and Congo. 
What is your view? 


[President Sassou-Nguesso] I gave it in my general remarks just a litte while ago. 


We are persuaded that the coming to power of the left in France is going to give new 
impetus to the existing relations between France and Congo. 
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EQUATORIAL GUINEA 


BRIEFS 


FOREIGN MINISTER RETURNS--An important government delegation from our country, 
headed by Mr Florencio Maye Ela, first vice-chairman of the Supreme Military 
Council and commissioner of state for external affairs, returned to Malabo 

at 1500 today from Sao Tome and Principe where it went yesterday to deliver a 
message from His Excellency Col Obiang Mbagozo to his counterpart His Excellency 
Manuel Pinta da Costa. During its stay in Sao Tome, the Equatorial Guinean 
delegation, which also included the technical adviser of the Ministry of External 
Affairs; the technical adviser of the Ministry of Public Works, Housing, 
Transport and Urban Affairs; the director of transport; the director for African, 
Asian, Far and Middle Eastern affairs; and the protocol officer of the Ministry 
of External Affairs, met with some of the members of the government of that 
country and discussed the possibility of concluding various cooperation agree- 
ments between the two countries with a view to further strengthening their ties 
of friendship and good neighborliness. [Text] [AB080904 Malabo Domestic Service 
in Spanish 1900 GMT 7 Aug 81] 
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ETHIOPIA 


CORRESPONDENT DESCRIBES SOCIETY, ECONOMY, POLITICS UNDER MENGISTU 

Paris LE MONDE in French 14, 15, 16, 17 Jul 81 

{14 Jul pp 1, 5] 

[Article by Jean-Pierre Langellier: “Ethiopia Under ‘Comrade President'"] 


[Text] Seven years after the fall of the Ethiopian empire the political situation 
remains confused in Addis-Ababa, while bloody fighting goes on in Eritrea and in 
the Ogaden. Our correspondent in East Africa, Jean-Pierre Langellier, who has 
recently visited Ethiopia, brings things up to date on the evolution of the regime 
of President Mengistu, who has been in power since February 1977, and on the cam 
paigns which he continues to carry out in the border regions of the former empire. 


Iron Fist 


In the center of Menelik Square a triumphant emperor rears up on his stone horse. 
Seated on a Louis XV chair in red and gold, Lieutenant Colonel Mengistu Haile 
Mariam looks at the statute, wearing his uniform and garrison cap. His left fist 
extended in a mechanical gesture, he punctuates his speech with well-turned slogans 
which are conscientiously picked up by the cheering, organized throng. At the foot 
of the platform eight figures in suits with vests, seated slightly behind him-- 
courtesy to him requires it--echo his words in. unison. They belong to the permanent 
committee of the Derg, the highest body of the government. However, the official 
press on the following day, with hardly a single exception, will not mention their 
names. This morning [14 July] the Marxist-Leninist regime is commemorating the 
victory of Adowa, "a glorious chapter in the anticolonial struggle," when the 
warriors of Emperor: Menelik overwhelmed the "capitalist-imperialist" army of the 
king of Italy 85 years before. 


When one first looks on this patriotic and discreetly martial ceremony, one aspect 
makes itself felt. Communist Ethiopia has an all-powerful "boss." The Derg, a 
collective organism and proud of this fact, had led the revolution from the begin- 
ning. In 1977, coming out the victor from the bloody struggles in which he was 
involved with his barracks comrades, Colonel Mengistu, at first simply "the first 
among equals," today reigns as the master of the former empire. The collective 
exercise of power is now forgotten in practice. The Central Committee of the Derg 
has not met as such for more than a year. The chief of state presides over all 
the institutions of the state. 











Over the years power has clearly become personalized. The face of the colonel 
adorns the walls of public places and invades the columns of the HERALD, the 
government daily newspaper. His military colleagues are carefully kept in the back- 
ground. The other ministers, usually competent technicians, are content to cartfy 
out the policies adopted in secret in the Old Gibbi, the former imperial palace. 
The presidential speeches take everyone by surprise. A rebel soldier who has 
emerged from the depths of a feudal society, is Colonel Mengistu only a kind of 
"Red Emperior"? This easy cliche is partly true. The leader of present-day 
Ethiopia at least has inherited from the. former emperors a taste for mystery and- 
intrigue. The government is as opaque to the outside eye today as it was before 
the revolution. One might cite one example out of a hundred: the precise compo- 
sition of the Derg has never been made public. 





Nearly four years after the murderous delirium of the "White Terror" and especially 
of the "Red Terror," which cost the lives of from 5,000 to 10,000 people, fear 
remains one of the basic resorts of this regime, which is implacable toward all 
dissidence. The civilian opposition of yesterday has been decimated. Nothing is 
left of the Ethiopian People's Revolutionary Party (EPRP), which included the 
leftist elements which were hostile to the "Fascist junta." A few hundred of its 
hunted members had moved their "urban guerrilla" movement to the Begemder mountains. 
After that they fled the country or joined resistance wits in the neighboring Tigre 
area. Last year the last elements of the EPRP were swept from the political- 
military board. A similar fate befell the members of the Pan-Ethiopian Socialist 
Movement (PESM), which gave its "critical support" to the military before being 
broken up. Some of its members, at the request of a regime which is poverty-stricken 
in politically sophisticated officials, play a hardly discernible role in the state 
apparatus. 


The opposition elements who survived the storm are often to be found languishing at 
the bottom of the several hundred Ethiopian jails. How many political detainees 
are there? No one knows, because the government does not grant that title to any 
captive. A diplomat told us, at a guess, "At least 10,000, but perhaps four times 
more than that." Only "prisoners of war"--less than 100, belonging in this case 
to the Somali regular army, are visited by the Red Cross. The prison universe is 
not seen by foreign visitors. The army, the police, but also the officials of the 
"kebele"--neighborhood committees--have the right to make arrests. Well-known 
prisoners are held in the basement of the "Old Gibbi" (palace). In front of Akaki 
prison, as before the gates of the central police commissariat, families appear, 
bringing food intended for their relatives in prison. Some days they are given 
back the “injera" [bread] and peppered meat, without any other explanation. 


A year ago Amnesty International drew the attention of the authorities to the fate 
of 14 high-ranking detainees, of whom all trace had been lost. Among them was 
Haile Fida, former leader of the PESM. This appeal was in vain. In certain pro- 
vincial prisons--we were given specific cases--the reason for the arrests has been 
forgotten. The rare freeing of prisoners takes place in secret. 


Recently, about 50 prominent figures of the old regime were freed. Several of 
them reportedly were even able to resume a form of professional activity. The 
concern of the government for the moment is not directed at revolutionaries who 
are in disgrace. The princesses are better treated than the leftists. 








The fear of the leader, the submission to authority, the respect for the hierarchi- 
cal structure once contributed to strengthen the foundations of the feudal system, 
to strengthen the noble class and the clerical structure. These ancestral habits 
today work in favor of the military regime. The Western professors who teach 
Ethiopian classes are astonished by the strict discipline surrounding them. Their 
Students are no doubt the quietest--and sometimes the most passive--on the African 
continent. 


The “kebele" (neighborhood committees) constitute powerful governmental bodies. 
Addis Ababa has nearly 300 of them, each covering several thousand people. At 
the time of their establishment in August 1975, these city neighborhood associa- 
tions responded to real needs in a traditionally under-administered country. 
Serving at the same time as city hall, court, assistance committee, anti-illiteracy 
center, they have their warehouses, their militia, and sometimes their prisons. 
During the curfew period--from midnight to 5:00 am--the "kebele” guards, equipped 
with old rifles, patrol the city. On parade days they wear a neckerchief and tan 
uniforms. Turned into a battlefield during the "Red Terror," the "kebele" were 
manipulated by the government, which consequently damaged their reputation in the 
eyes of public opinion. Since then they have more and more resembled instruments 
for the mobilization and control of the people, rather than authentic centers of 
local democracy, crystallizing the aspirations of the people. The government has 
largely taken away their original powers of initiative. 


In mid-June the Ethiopians living in the cities went to the polls to re-elect the 
“kebele." This was also the occasion for the authorities to get rid of elements 
considered to be counterrevolutionary. 


During the successive purges, which were tragic signs of an intense struggle for 
power, Colonel Mengistu imposed himself on his colleagues by the use of force. The 
star actor of the Ethiopian revolution has fashioned for himself a reputation for 
brutal intransigence sufficient to discourage any potential rival. He is also cre- 
dited with less disturbing qualities: total integrity, an almost exceptional phy- 
sical courage, an uncommon strength of conviction, based on a revolutionary idealism 
which one could consider to hawe been rooted in his humble origins. While govern- 
ing alone, he listens to his immense country. '"Mengistu knows how to be the re- 
sult of the various existing forces," a diplomat told us. "As his authority is 

now firmly established, he is prepared to act as a pragmatic politician. This 
spirit of compromise, dictated by the complexity of the situation, is perceptible 
in all areas: the war in Eritrea, relations with Moscow, the establishment of the 
future political party, and agricultural collectivization." 


Generation Dislodged 


A generation of intellectuals has been dislodged. Many have chosen exile where they 
remain. More than 30,000 live in the United States, with 6,000 in the Washington 
area alone. Often the latter have deliberately abandoned their former political 
ideals. The fear of being included on some kind of "black list" persuades them not 
to return to Ethiopia. Those who have remained in the country, bitter or simply 
disenchanted, suffer in silence, engaged in research work that leads nowhere, or 
give way to temptations of opportunism, At the University of Addis Ababa a bril- 
liant figure held a long conversation with me, animated but fleeting, carefully 
avoiding any political digression. Others, it is true, openly admit their state 

of confusion. 
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The practice of informing on others, established during the "Red Terror," continues 
to affect people. "I only speak openly to a few, very old friends," a teacher 
admitted. Teachers may work side by side for years without exchanging their per- 
sonal telephone numbers. Ethiopians invited to dinner at the home of a Western 
diplomat need to obtain prior authorization from the authorities. If Addis Ababa 
no longer hums with anguished rumors, repression and fear remain. A foreign expert 
recently had the lappy surprise of finding by accident a former student who, he 
thought, was dead. The student avoided him, hiding behind thick, dark glasses. A 
businessman, now without a fixed domicile, divides his nights between the home of 
his mother and various hotel rooms. 


What do the intellectuals dream of? Having a passport, having an individual sub- 


scription to a foreign daily newspaper, listening to Western radio stations with- 
out having to hide. 


Before being set out in the reading room of the university library, foreign news- 
papers and magazines are first reviewed by nit-picking censors. From time to time 
the police, in search of suspect transistor radios, carry out searches of doubtful 
effectiveness. Privileged members of the university community, having a solid 
professional alibi, go out of the country to breathe a little during a conference 
or a meeting. Even so, they have to deal patiently with the prolonged adminis- 
trative and police procedures. 


Groanings and Mutterings 


The wiping out of internal opposition and the end to military threats, in the Ogaden 
region and in Eritrea, have relaxed the atmosphere. As it has gained confidence, 
the regime has become slightly less tough. Now that it is triumphant, the revolu- 
tion is less suspicious. Certainly, it should not count on the official press, 

as conformist as it is boring, to serve as a safety valve. However, the. ordinary 
Ethiopian, ironic in his soul, himself makes up for the lack of imagination in the 
media. The man in the street gaily parodies the slogans of the regime, twists the 
mottos of the regime like gloves, and treats with scorm the pompous Marxist rhetoric. 
The Amharic language, rich in oblique allusions, full of double-meanings or hidden 
Significance, lends itself marvelously well to these impertinences. The Westerner 
passing through Addis Ababa, who is quickly noticed, is an appreciative listener. 


One student wishes “long life to imperialism." A minor employee states that he 
"supports the Western bloc." The recollection of an Ethiopia allied to the United 
States is not long past. One recalls an ironic taxi driver, in whose eyes the only 
Germany worthy of interest is “capitalist"! Everything is a pretext for groaning 
and muttering: the freezing of salaries, the price of "tef" (the commonly con- 
sumed cereal) “which goes up, up, and up," the shortage of spare parts, the 
arrogance of the Soviets. The latter, with their Cuban friends, are the special 
targets of jokes among the people. People like to compare them to flies whose 
presence is irritating. 


One should not give these comments, often spoken in a half-whisper, more importance 
than they have. The countryside of Ethiopia no doubt does not share the irreverence 
of the capital. This does not stop the little "Bekele," an imaginary person and 

the hero of street anecdotes, from sneering at socialism more than ever. 
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[15 Jul p 4] 
[Article by Jean-Pierre Langellier: "The Party in the Service of the Rifle"] 


[Text] It is almost cold at dawn. Before St Georges Cathedral the small merchants 
sell yellow candles and miniature prayerbooks. Inside the church, where loud- 
speakers amplify the prayers of the officiating priest, a fervent and silent crowd 
listens to the slow chant in "Gueze," the liturgical language of the Ethiopian 
Orthodox Church. Their faces partly hidden in their white shawls, the women bless 
themselves, tell their beads, and kiss the bible. The children press their noses 
against the walls of the building where only the "pure of heart" are admitted. 
From time to time a deacon, just barely an adolescent, appears in the courtyard of 
the church. He holds out the sacred scriptures which the faithful, who have 
prostrated themselves, are invited to kiss. With their white beards, long capes, 
and bright expressions on their faces, barefoot priests lean on their large wooden 
crosses, One might say that they have come out of a Middle Ages tapestry. A few 
steps from the church a banner condemns "the reactionaries and their servants." 


The old "Christian Empire," with its beliefs and myths which have come from the 
earliest times--will it survive the young and inflexible Marxist-Leninist revolu- 
tion? Once the principal landowner and the keystone of the feudal system, the 
Orthodox Church, today deprived of its temporal riches, no longer plays any active, 
political role. Its spiritual power, on the dher hand, appears intact. Accord- 
ing to one estimate made, admittedly, without precise statistics, about four 
Ethiopians out of ten are Christians. The Muslims are at least as numerous. Since 
the revolution the authorities have treated Islam and Christianity equally. 


A Numbed Church 


Ethiopian society remains impregnated with history and religious culture. Realis- 
tically, the military regime has maintained freedom of religion. Some 600 missivun- 
aries are spread about the countryside. Religious schools, attended by the children 
of the bourgeoisie, function normally. In Addis Ababa alone there are four Catholic 
schools. The only constraint is that the church has had to include in its programs 
the study of Marxism-Leninism. The great Orthodox feasts--Easter, Epiphany--are 
legal holidays. On these feasts there are long processions in which the entire 
capital participates. In Revolution Square, according t:o the traditional rite and 
in the presence of representatives of the regime, people embrace the immense funeral 
pyre which the emperor himself once set fire to. 


The government has been tempted to contain the influence of certain religions 

which it considers suspect. Thus, it imprisoned the leader of the Lutheran Church 
(Mekane Yesus) because his brother was one of the founders of the Oromo Liberation 
Front (OLF) which maintains a disguished guerrilla movement in the southern part of 
the country. However, the government has been careful to spare the principal 
Ethiopian religion, limiting itself in 1976 to replacing the former patriarch, 
Abuna Tewoflos, with an elected monk. No one has seen the patriarch since his 
arrest. Orthodox Christianity has neither the means nor the will to oppose the 
government. The hierarchy periodically expresses its loyaity to the government. 











It is an archaic church, benumbed in its dogma and its rites thousands of years 
old, preoccupied before anything else with surviving and hardly inclined toward 
political struggle. Philosophical debates are of little concern to a frequently 
uneducated clergy. It is nevertheless a fact that no government can take the risk 
of attempting to govern in defiance of the church. Hundreds of young men, dis- 
tressed by the prevailing intellectual vacuum or simply abandoning their illusions, 
have found refuge in the church or in Protestant churches. These conversions, 
influenced by the circumstances, are primarily a form of protest against the 
dominant ideology of the state. 


All workers in public and private enterprises take a weekly course in political 

education. These "discussion forums," which are very badly named, are rather 

heavy indoctrination sessions. A teacher says, "There is no question of starting 

there a debate between opposing views or of comparing ideas or experiences. Each 

Monday at the university everyone attends this meeting, from the professor to the 

messenger, Chapter by chapter the party representatives review and comment on 
Marxist-Leninist texts. It is forbidden to raise the economic and administrative 

problems of Ethiopia today. Questions from the audience are few in number. As 

for me, I go to sleep.” The government is not as strict with the farmers: there 

are two classes per month for the leader of a cooperative; one class for the farm 

worker. A privileged few--especially factory directors--escape this unpleasant | 
task. 


The first classes of party workers were trained in accelerated programs in Moscow 
or at Karl Marx University in Leipzig. Most of them are now at work. They have 
the mission of imparting the official ideology to about 100,000 government offi- 
cials. However, the military junta does not make too much of indoctrination under 
the open skies. The propaganda of the regime does not interfere much with the 
appearance of the streets: a few portraits of Marx and Engels, a few slogans to 
the flory of "invincible socialism," one or two posters showing evil capitalists 
with hooked noses which recall the illustrations dear to Drumont. 


Between the leadership group and the multiple cells at the roots of society a 

link is lacking which is essential in the eyes of a Leninist: a party to provide 
direction. This lack constitutes, seven years after its initiation, the principal 
heresy of the Ethiopian revolution as compared with the socialist models in Europe 
and in the Third World. The most “radical” experiment in Africa has been conducted, 
up to the present, without the intervention of a communist party. One can imagine 
the impatience expressed in the Kremlin by old, distrustful party doctrinaires. 


During the first phase of the revolution (1974-77) the splits within the Derg, as 
well as the pitiless struggles between civilians and military officers, had ex- 
cluded the creation of a political party expressing a national consensus. The 
consecration of Colonel Mengistu in power, by stabilizing the regime, should have 
hastened the advent of such a party. However, after all, the master of Ethiopia 
seemed to need, at all echelons of the state apparatus, an instrument capable of 
loyally applying the decisions made at the top. Nevertheless, he was too doubtful-- 
and correctly so--of the loyalty of the civilian leaders provided by the circum 
stances. A number of Marxists were opposed to the supremacy of the army. Hence, 
two efforts to form a party were stillborn in 1978 and 1979, In September 1979, 
Colonel Mengistu finally announced, before an obviously pleased Prime Minister 
Kosygin, the forthcoming establishment of a communist party. 
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Seizure of Power by the Military 


In fact, this promise only marked the beginning of a process which promises to be 

much longer than Moscow had initially foreseen, Moreover, the colonel had taken 

care to add that the "progressive sons of the country" were not yet sufficiently 
united to take this "historic step." Where do things stand today? The first fact 

to note is that Ethiopia is in the hands of a new supreme institution, the "Com 
mittee for the Organization of the Party of Workers of Ethiopia” (COPWE). At its 

head is a committee of 93 members, itself directed by an executive committee of 

seven members. Established by decree, the COPWE is an innovation foreign to socialist 
tradition. 


This legal ability seems above all to permit Colonel Mengistu and the Ethiopian 
Army to remain in power. In short, the party may exist, but it will be at the ser- 
vice of the rifle. Since the army has confiscated the revolution, Ethiopian 
socialism has been ceaselessly militarized. Rather quickly, the rebel soldiers 
have come to consider themselves natural, revolutionary leaders. The Derg has been 
attached to the world socialist "family." After the “Red Terror" the leadership 
circle had confidence only in itself, The genesis and the composition of the COPWE 
illustrate this will to govern without dividing the power. 


The COPWE, in effect, rests on no pre-existing political group. Its recruitment 

has been accomplished on an individual basis. Colonel Mengistu has personally 
appointed the members of the central committee, thus short-circuiting any trick of 
“boring from within." The SEDED [Marxist military party], the last political for- 
mation tolerated, was invited to commit suicide, to add to security. Several 
hundred members of this party had received, in 1977, accelerated ideological training 
in Eastern kKurope and Cuba. Its disappearance, as a semi-autonomous force, deprived 
the Soviets of an eventual Trojan horse. In a general way Colonel Mengistu is 
concerned over limiting the risks of manipulation of a party from abroad. The 

1,500 cadres belonging to the congress of the COPWE were chosen as a function of 
their competence but also of their loyalty. Nevertheless, among them there in- 
evitably are former members of the SEDED and the PESM. 


It remains a fact that the army has full control of the COPWE. The seven members of 
its executive committee--headed by Mengistu--belong to the permanent committee of 
the Derg. Of the 93 members of the Central Committee, 79 are military or police 
officers, all of them high-ranking. In the committee the soldiers are twice as 
numerous as civilians. The Central Committee includes neither trade union delegates 
nor representatives of the farmers. Despite their solid foundations, were the 

mass organizations--trade unions, neighborhood associations, associations of farmers, 
women, and youth--conceived of as simple appendices of the military power structure? 
In any case it was impossible for us to meet the least important official of these 
official organizations. The same military supremacy may be noted at the regional 
level. Twelve chiefs of province (rebaptized as “administrative regions") out of 

14 such officials are simultaneously members of the Derg and of the COPWE. Men 
trusted by Colonel Mengistu have occupied these key posts since September 1978. 
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When the "workers’ party" is born, the army will certainly control all its working 
on a firm basis. On paper the COPWE has as its major mission that of preparing for 
the return of the military to their barracks. In practice, at this time it has made 
no effort in this direction. Moreover, it has only rarely met. There was a con- 
stituent congress (June 1980) and two meetings of the Central Committee. It has 
prepared neither a definite strategy nor a schedule. No one doubts, it is true, 
that, whether it is a civilian regime or not, the same men will remain at the con- 
trols of Ethiopia. 


The delays of the COPWE also reflect certain differences within the army with regard 
to the future of the regime. From April to October 1980, the leaders of the vari- 
ous military units expressed their dissatisfaction with the central government by 
honoring an old imperial tradition. They sent to the government team representa- 
tives--up to the rank of colonel--bearing petitions with highly varied contents. 
The commander of the eastern operational sector, stationed in Harrar, took part in 
this protest action. Some complaints had a purely professional character. The 
officers requested an improvement in the treatment of the militia, which has not 
been as much favored as the regular army. They asked for an increase in pay, 
establishment of a pension system, and better treatment of the wounded. These 
demands reportedly have been partially met. 


Other requests raised more serious issues: a change of policy in Eritrea, a reduc- 
tion in the size of the Cuban contingent, restoration of a civilian regime. They 
had no chance of being accepted. At least they were heard. Colonel] Mengistu per- 
mitted the establishment of a political dialogue which he had prevented until then. 
Much more: nine months later no reprisals had been taken against the soldiers 
presenting the petitions. In the past the chief of state had rarely shown such 
benevolence. Previously, about 40 military personnel, who had come to Addis Ababa 
at the end of 1979 to present complaints after the serious reverses suffered by 

the army in Eritrea, were shot on the spot. 


[16 Jul 81] 
[Article by Jean-Pierre Langellier: "The Weight of Moscow"] 


[Text] It is customary, in discussing the leadership group in Ethiopia, to distin- 
guish between the "ultra-nationalists," of whom Lieutenant Colonel Mengistu is 
reportedly the leader, and those who are "loyal to Moscow." This distinction, 
although partially based on reality, pushes to the extreme a reality which is more 
subtle. A diplomat notes, "Mengistu needs the Soviets and vice versa. Their 
alliance above all rests on parallel interests, This alliance also has its limits." 


The USSR established its position in the former empire by helping to save a country 
in danger. Some four years later its military cooperation remains overwhelming. 
About 2,000 military advisers--including seven generals--serve in the three 
Ethiopian armies, from battalion to general staff level. Their leader is a major 
general, a parachutist. With a strength of about 260 ,000: the most powerful army 

in Black Africa is almost totally equipped with material "made in the USSR": 900 
tanks, 1,500 light armored vehicles, 70 MiG-21 and MiG-23 aircraft, and 16 Mi-24 
assault helicopters, those superb aircraft which first saw action in Afghanistan. 
One could expand this military inventory. 
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To acquire such an arsenal, Ethiopia contracted with its supplier a debt generally 
estimated at $1.5 billion, which it will begin to pay back this year (about one- 
fourth of the equipment delivered reportedly was provided on a grant basis). It 
will not be easy to break such a financial and material state of dependence. Not 
including this hcavy debt, military expenditures over 40 percent of the national 
budget, of which one-fourth goes for the petroleum account. 


The Soviets, who are in a strong position, have pressed their advantages. On the 
principal inhabited island of the Dahlak archipelago they have naval facilities 
(anchorage, repair shops). They have transferred there the floating dock once in- 
stalled at Berbera. In search of other advantages they would like to have a base 
on the coast. Last summer Colonel Mengistu refused them Massawa but offered them 
Mersa-Teklay, located in an insecure area near the border with Sudan. The proposal 
was turned down, Negotiations are now going on:oeacerning the small port of Tiyo, 
half way between Assab and Massawa. oF | 


Role of Cuban Forces 


In the Ethiopian Army the Soviets and the Cubans have split up the various tasks. 
Some 12,000 Cubans live in Ethiopia: in addition to an expeditionary corps of 
9,000 men (3 brigades) there are 3,000 instructors and technicians who carry out 
training of recruits. In 1977 at Camp Tatek, near Addis Ababa, they hastily 
trained some 100,000 militiamen leaving for the Ogaden area. Since 1978 the reguiar 
army and the militia have been under a single commond. The regular army is composed 
only of volunteers. In Eritrea the Cuban contingent fought only briefly in 1978. 
Transferred to the Ogaden, it is limited to routine missions: escort of convoys 
and guarding the frontiers. A number of Ethiopian officers today consider its 
presence to be unnecessary. Some of them said so last year to Colonel Mengistu. 
They wasted their time, because the mission of the Cuban forces seems to be poli- 
tical above all: to provide the chief of state with a guard force which would 
dissuade eventual leaders of a coup d'etat. 


Further, about 1,000 Cubans serve as civilian advisers: doctors, veterinarians, 
teachers, and agricultural technicians. Many of them live a rather shabby life. 
One of them, encountered by accident, told us that he had wanted to leave his 
country for several years, cost what it might. For the past year a Cuban soldier 
has been accorded asylum at the American Embassy in Addis Ababa, waiting for the 
Ethiopian authorities to let him travel to Miami. His companion in flight was 
recaptured one night when he was near the wall of the Embassy. The socialist 
experts generally avoid contact with a people which does not like them very much. 


The influence of the communist world takes several other forms. Some 2,500 students 
have scholarships for study in the USSR, and about the same number are in Cuba for 
Study purposes, East German specialists have replaced their West German counter- 
parts in the leadership of the security services. East Germans and Bulgarians 
watch over the orthodoxy of the press. Their heavy-handed supervision, accentuating 
the Ethiopian taste for secrecy, leads to an absurdly sensitive conception of in- 
formation. News favorable to the regime--the freeing of political prisoners, for 
example--is treated with silence. 
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The Ethiopian revolution ardently proclaims its membership in the “world proletarian 
movement." Its diplomatic alignment with Moscow is above reproach. In the 17 votes 
at the General Assembly of the United Nations in 1980, Addis Ababa voted each time 
with its Soviet "big brother." Colonel Mengistu recently stated, “Our ties with 
imperialism have been definitively cut." Does this ideological distortion aim at 
satisfying Moscow, when it further heats up East-West relations? Beyond the slo- 
gans, does Ethiopia wish--or can it--play with an opening to the West, however timid 
it may be? Where will the Soviet ascendancy over the leadership group stop? 

Western diplomats, kept at a distance from the corridors of power, would give a great 
deal to know. They are reduced to gleaning a few, fragile indications of a future 
resistance to the Soviets, such as the refusal to give Moscow a military base and 

a generalized practice of invitations to bid favoring the more competitive capi- 
talist firms. 


Nationalist Fervor 


Wouldn't the best counterweight to Soviet domination, in the last resort, be rather 
in the psychological order of things? Every foreigner feels the fervor of Ethiopian 
nationalist feeling or perceives a haughty pride. "Ethiopia tikdem" (Ethiopia first), 
the first slogan of the Dreg, remains in vogue. At one time the Soviet ambassador 
could come at any time to the Old Gibbi Palace. The Moscow representatives today 
are much more discreet. Certainly, the USSR has “supporters” in the army and in the 
State apparatus. Capt Legesse Asfaw, chief of the Political-Military tepartment 
(organization) of the COPWE, is presently considered the man closest to the Kremlin. 
Nevertheless, to be known as "the Russians' man" is not exactly to be recommended. 
All those who were once pushed forward by Moscow did not take long to experience 
this. The luckiest of them have gone for "medical treatment" somewhere in eastern 
Europe. 


In any case no one here believes in a repeat of the Egyptian or Somali scenario. 
Colonel Mengistu is an apparently convinced Marxist-Leninist and has too much need 
for Soviet arms and munitions. At the time of his last visit to Moscow he reported- 
ly was above all concerned with increasing his stock of Mi-24 helicopters. The 
political commissars are just as indispensable--at least for the time being--in an 
army which still feels nostalgia for the alliance with the United States. 


The Soviet-Cuban presence, its duration, and its extent are linked to the military 
fortunes of the regime. In the Ogaden region the foreign threat has been dissipated. 
For the Ethiopian army, according to military experts, the situation has never been 
as good as it is now, after the defeat suffered by Somalia in 1978. The Somali 
"regulars" no longer dare to venture into Ethiopia. The last regular battle, at 
Warder, goes back to last autumn. This victory was given unusual attention in the 
Addis Ababa press, which is generally silent about the fighting. However, at the 
end of May 1981, a Somali battalion of about 500 men moved into the Ogaden. It was 
chased out at the beginning of June during a strong counterattack which cost dozens 
of dead on both sides. In response the Ethiopian air force bombed several villages. 
Furthermore, the drought, by emptying the countryside, largely deprived the Western 
Somalia Liberation Front (WSLF) of popular support. Finally, a recent redesignation 
of the Central Committee of the WSLF led to serious dissension within the organiza- 
tion. The faction which opposes the Mogadishu government reportedly gained the 
upper hand. However, can the WSLF really remain distant from a regime which pro- 
vides it with its weapons? 
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The Ogaden war has now come down to artillery fire across the frontier, some patrol 
clashes, and sporadic air raids. The major concern of the Ethiopian government is 
to take care of the 2 million "displaced persons" forced to leave their homes by 

the war and the drought. (This estimate by humanitarian organizations involves the 
three southeastern provinces of Bale, Sidamo, and Hararge.) Ethiopia complains of 
the "favored treatment" given by the international community to Somalia. It alleges 
that aid to the refugees has been systematically used against it for political 
purposes. 


Insurrection in Eritrea 


If the WSLF is losing momentum, other rebellions are making progress. In the south 
the Oromo Liberation Front (OLF) is increasing its attacks. Over the past year and 
a half it has clearly gained eaten Although it is incorrectly identified with 
the principal Ethiopian ethnic group,* its combat aims differ fundamentally from 
those of the other dissident groups. The OLF has no territory to "liberate." Its 
uprising still largely resembles that of a peasant revolt. 


In the north the Tigre People's Liberation Front (TPLF) harrasses the main highways. 
Its 5,000 troops operate without great risk on the high plateau escarpments. During 
lightning raids they occupy a village and rob its bank, mobilizing porters whom they 
release once their booty, loaded on their remaining mules, is in the mountains. 
During our stay in Ethiopia they attacked the town of Kobo with bazookas. The town 
is on the road from Addis Ababa to Asmara. Axum, the former capitol of the country, 
is permanently threatened. 


The TPLF receives growing help from the Eritrean People's Liberation Front (EPLF), 
with which it has ideological affinities. Using MiG and Mi-24 aircraft, the 
Ethiopian army has just launched a large-scale offensive against it, with results 
that are still not decisive. The TPLF is the heir to a centuries-old tradition of 
revolts against the central government. A last indication of particular interest: 
the TPLF engages in fantastic propoganda in unbelievable communiques. 


There remains, of course, Eritrea. In September 1981, the insurrection will be 20 
years old. Since their "strategic withdrawal" in 1979 to "rear bases" deep in the 
mountains, the soldiers of the Eritrean People's Liberation Front (EPLF) have re- 
mained on the defensive. They have been reduced to classic guerrilla activity. 

In the besieged town of Nakfa, the last under its control, the EPLF is holding 

well, The Ethiopian army guards the roads and occupies the countryside. In villages 
patrolled by the army the civil administration is slowly resuming activity. The 
"kebele" [neighborhood committees] are resuming their activity, and the economy is 
cautiously reawakening. A "National Development Campaign" aims at re-starting the 
light industries of the rebel province. 


However, militarily no one is in a position to win. The total reconquest of Eritrea 
remains out of reach, With its 25,000 troops under spartan discipline, the EPLF 

is the number one enemy of the regime. Its discipline and its determination have 
apparently not given way. On the face of things, no one knows what is the state of 
morale of the troops, much affected after the costly counteroffensive of 1979. In 
November and January, two small groups of sailors based in Eritrea defected to 

Saudi Arabia and North Yemen. 
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During the past year several developments have strengthened the hands of the 
government, First of all, three months of combat--from August to November 1980-- 
between the EPLF and the Eritrean Liberation Front (ELF) seriously weakened the 
latter.? Then, Sudan, after its reconciliation with Ethiopia, reduced its support 
to the nationalists. More vigilant surveillance of its frontiers slowed down the 
movement of the camel caravans loaded with arms that the "Sudanese Connection" 
provided. The partial change of direction by President Numayri had several causes: 
a desire to lighten the burden which the reception of 500,000 refugees--Eritreans 
for the most part--constituted for the Sudanese economy. A certain lassitude 
developed in the face of the continuous quarrels between the rebel movements, there 
was a concern not to be caught in a pincers between Ethiopia and Libya, there was 
a hope to bring Colonel Mengistu closer to the Western camp. Finally, several 
Arab countries, including Kuwait and Syria, have halted their help to liberation 
fronts, 


Hostility Toward the Arab World 


Moreover, in the light of the Eritrean conflict the old animosity of Christian 
Ethiopia toward the Arab world has re-emerged. Today it is accompanied by politi- 
cal hostility toward the conservative Muslim regimes, suspected of manipulating 
the "separatist bandits" with the sole objective of strengthening their strategic 
hold on the Red Sea. When the Islamic conference in Taif last January took up 

the Eritrean problem for the first time, the Ethiopians, incensed by this "intoler- 
able interference," published a bitter communique to denounce the "contemporary 
imposters of the Prophet.... These princes, who sell their women and live in 
luxurious palaces where Blacks still serve them as slaves." In Taif, on the other 
hand, a Sudanese representative, on instructions from President Numayri, withdrew 
from the ad hoc committee charged with this matter. This gesture calmed down the 
Ethiopians, who saw in it evidence of the sincerity of their neighbor. 


Numayri is well placed to be a mediator, but his chances of initiating a dialogue 
seem to be small. The settlement plan proposed by the EPLF--a ceasefire and a 
referendum—-has received no response. For Colonel Mengistu the unitary character 
of the Ethiopian state is something sacred. Under the pressure of their friends 
the various liberation fronts have initiated a rapprochement. At the instigation 
of the Arab League they established a coordination committee at the end of March in 
Tunis. Will this reconciliation be more effective than all its predecessors, which 
have led nowhere? 


The Eritrean question, which brings two touchy nationalisms into conflict, will 
still condition the future of the Ethiopian revolution for a long time. In a more 
general way the military leaders in Addis Ababa have not resolved the ethnic and 
regional contradictions which they have inherited. The rights of the various 
national groups in Ethiopia remain largely theoretical. Faced with the multiple 
challenges of the rebellions, will the central government give in definitively to 
the temptation of totalitarianism? 
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[Article by Jean-Pierre Langellier: "Revolution in the Countryside"] 


[Text] As far as theeye can reach the fields of "tef," the basic food of the 
Ethiopians, stretch to the horizon. The jade green of the young eucalyptus trees 
dots the hills. There is activity in front of the oil press from which comes "nuk" 
oil, a local product. In the stables the 40 milk cows are well cared for. In 
the reception room the walls are covered with encouraging graphs and charts. 
Above the door there are two faces: Karl Marx and Lieutenant Colonel Mengistu. 
The farm leaders wear a picture of Lenin in their buttonholes. Our young guide, 
a political cadre from COPWE (the Committee for the Organization of the Party of 
the Workers of Ethiopia), attentive and smiling, knows his subject thoroughly. 
We should not forget that the Daleti-Nuso cooperative--25 km from the capitol-- 
is a model farm which is shown to visiting foreigners. 





However, basically, what does it matter? We see here, as well as elsewhere, the 
major change in the Ethiopian countryside. We should not forget the fundamental 
failure of the old agrarian empire, the centuries-long exploitation of the share- 
croppers, who paid to the "balabat" (landowner), who was often an absentee land- 
lord, from 50 to 75 percent of the harvest, the legal extortion of the product of 
their work. We should recall the incredible complexity of the land ownership 
system, which served colossal fortunes based on ownership of land, the harrassing 
burden of the taxes: forced labor, lifetime indebtedness of the poorest. By a 
stroke of the pen on 4 March 1975, the military in the Derg, making a clean break 
with the past--after, it is true, some hesitation--gave to 27 million incredulous 
farmers, who make up 90 percent of the population, their historic revenge on the 
system of feudal oppression. 


The proclamation of the agrarian reform was the real letter of credit of the revo- 
lutionary movement. This decisive law, complemented afterward by a directive of 
June 1979, rested on principles which were as simple as they are radical: public 
expropriation of the land, equal redistribution of the large landholdings, abolition 
of sharecropping, prohibition of employing agricultural workers. The establishment 
of farmers associations in December 1975, made it possible to apply this program. 
The farmers, who had not participated in the launching of the revolution, took 

their futures into their own hands. Ethiopian socialism became--and still is--above 
all a kind of agrarian socialism. 


Seven years after the fall of the empire the rural world remains by far the greatest 
beneficiary of the new dispensation. All independent evidence agrees on this 

point: the situation of the old lower classes has spectacularly improved. According 
to figures recently provided by Colonel Mengistu, 320,000 hectares have been re-’ 
distributed to those whose ancestors had often been dispossessed of their land. The 
new tax system spares the poorest farmers. The latter, freed from servitude, have 
moved beyond the "threshhold of survival." 


Areas now being cultivated have been expanded, whereas formerly they were absurdly 
low (11 percent of the arable land in 1972). Many former beggars are realizing a 
dream once considered impossible: having a real house with earthen walls. The 

increase in the food requirements of the cities has coincided with an increase in 
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rural consumption and a retention of a part of the harvests due to the reconsti- 
tution of substantial stocks (the memory of the terrible famine of 1973 is not so 
far back in the past). This has led to a supply crisis of which the farmers, who 
have become masters of the market, have been the beneficiaries. 


The establishment of farmers associations, inspired by the Chinese people's com 
munes, has profoundly changed rural life. The descendants of the traditional 
mutual assistance committees, they have extended and developed considerably the 
village community spirit. There are now some 26,000 associations, covering 7 
million families. At one time they had the initial task of distributing the land. 
The basic family allocation was fixed at 10 hectares, then lowered to 4 hectares 
in the framework of a struggle against "kulaks." Today the farmers association is 
concerned with everything, 


The Ethiopian farmers thus constitute the only social category which is solidly 
organized at the base of society. The farmers associations have substantially 
contributed to the consolidation of the regime. However, the awakening of the 
countryside after centuries of resignation, the reborn spirit of initiative, the 
regaining of confidence, the ardent desire to be masters of their own homes-- 
these have given rise to an autonomous rural power structure which any government 
will have to take into account. The producers will no longer be prepared to sell 
their surpluses at unfavorable prices. They want to buy items of basic necessity 
and are not much interested in wasting too much time in political meetings. In 
this large country, geographically isolated, the farmers associations, which are 
tending toward self-sufficiency, constitute pressures for decentralization which 
tend to balance a basically radical regime. In this regard the farmers associa- 
tions are undoubtedly the most daring creation of the military revolution. 


In the long term the policy of land collectivization could crystallize the tensions 
between the state and the mass of the farmers. The rural landscape does not 
resemble what the most radical leaders have advocated. Collectivization, which was 
decided on in Jume 1979, does not yet exist except on paper. The new system pro- 
vides for three stages: production cooperatives at the "elementary," "advanced," 
and "commune" stages. In the first stage families would keep 2,000 square meters 
of land, a figure which would be reduced by half in the following stage. Apart 
from these small plots, all land will be exploited in accordance with the "Kolkhoz" 
model. According to Lieutenant Colonel Mengistu himself, there are only 31 produc- 
tion cooperatives officially recognized (more than 400 are in the course of organi- 
zation). Moreover, the 31 cooperatives are very unevenly distributed. None of 
them is of the third, or "commune" type, which is a purely theoretical model for 

the moment. On the other hand there are more than 3,000 service cooperatives which 
help the farmer without taking his plot of land away. About 1 percent of the cul- 
tivated land has been collectivized. Family exploitation of land remains the norm. 


The Ethiopian farmer is strongly hostile to collectivization. For the moment the 
revolution has replaced a feudal structure with a system of small, individually- 
owned pieces of land. The cooperatives are being formed on a voluntary basis. 
Will the government be able to go further? The link between the farmer and his 
land--almost mystical in Ethiopia--is all the stronger since for many it corres- 
ponds to a property right recently won. Any forced system of collectivization, or 
even one which is applied too hastily, would no doubt lead to the foundations of 
society turning against the government. The military regime is aware of this. 
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While attacking "individualism" (often mixed with corporatism), Colonel Mengistu 
knows that he cannot alienate this mass of farmers which, up to the present, was 
his best source of support. 


The Ethiopian countryside is not succeeding in feeding the cities. The low agri- 
cultural production has numerous causes: division of the land into small holdings, 
backward methods of cultivation, a lack of trained technicians, and a shortage of 
money. The country has been importing grain since the 1950's. The deficit today 
is about 300,000 tons. The EEC, the United States, and Australia are the princi- 
pal suppliers of grain to Ethiopia. France supplied 26,000 tons last year. To 
improve agricultural production the regime has established state farms--about 40 
up to the present--with a substantial input of East German tractors. However, 

in that area prudence is also called for. The leaders admit in private that they 
do not want to hasten matters "until the right conditions exist." This is even 
more the case since the tractors, which are poorly adapted to the country, leave 
a great deal to be desired: repairs and spare parts cost the state a small for- 
tune. More generally, economic cooperation with eastern European countries draws 
the same complaints as everywhere else in Africa. 


The leaders in Addis Ababa had the disagreeable surprise in 1979 to learn that their 
coffee, which had been sold to the German Democratic Republic under a barter 
arrangement, was subsequently resold, bringing in comfortable profits in western 
Europe. The USSR, on the other hand, provides Ethiopia with all of its crude oil 

at a price between the average OPEC price and that ruling within COMECON., The 
savings thus achieved are substantial. However, the critics soon whisper, the 
Soviets in charge of the geological survey of Ethiopia and working as a result in 
the Adola gold mines, in the southern part of the country, are largely recovering 

in gold the value of their oil gift. 


Solid Pragmatism 


Foreign trade as a whole is with the capitalist world. The principal suppliers are 
Japan and the United States.“ The latter, moreover, is the best buyer of Ethiopian 
coffee. The leading supplier in the socialist camp, the GDR, is only in ninth 
position, far behind the major Western countries. The trade with western Europe 

is four times larger than that with the countries of COMECON. The EEC is by far 
the largest source of credits for Ethiopia. 


A solid pragmatism makes it possible to get around ideological rigidity. To favor 
the resumption of certain international financial transactions, the government has 
agreed to reopen the question of indemnifying foreign companies nationalized with- 
out compensation in 1975. Up to the present only one company-—American-owned— 
has been indemnified, and then only in token fashion. This political gesture was 
enough for the World Bank to resume its aid to Ethiopia. Under this program 
Ethiopia will receive $40 million for agricultural and educational projects sus- 
pended after the revolution. However, the financial organization has reportedly 
condtioned the grant of new loans on an overall settlement of this dispute. 


Ethiopia remains one of the poorest countries on the globe. Wild coffee, hides, 
and skins constitute its only export commodities. The 80,000 tons of coffee sold 
abroad each year bring in 70 percent of the foreign exchange earned. Its monetary 
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reserves are limited ($120 million at the end of 1980). The rate of coverage of 
imports by exports barely reaches 70 percent. The budgetary deficit continues to 
get worse. Where the "former bourgeoisie," experiencing a fever to consume goods 
and services--because of an authoritarian "leveling off" of savings--frequents 
restaurants and night clubs, the ordinary people in the cities suffer the full 
force of the financial difficulties of the state. Apart from a slight increase in 
1979 for the benefit of government officials and military personnel, salaries have 
been "frozen" for six years, even though inflation has been around 25 percent (and 
much more for some essential products). To that may be added a flourishing black 
market and a rapidly growing rate of unemployment (estimated at 12 percent in the 
capitol). 


However, the complaints in the cities, however justified, are only a minor element 
in the Ethiopian political situation. The future of the revolution will be 
determined to some extent in Eritrea and to a larger extent in the deep country- 
side of a country which yesterday was still in the Middle Ages. Some six years 
after it began, the agrarian reform, the basic achievement of the regime, seems 

to be irreversible. Having benefited from a literacy campaign which, according 

to all the experts, has been conducted with intelligence and determination, 

nearly 6 million adults have emerged from ignorance. The regime cannot go against 
the basic desires of this mass of farmers. For the first time the farmers have in 
their hands the future of Ethiopia. 


FOOTNOTES 

1. To this should be added the Air Force (10,000 men) and the Navy (7,000 men). 
The fleet includes about 20 ships, including Soviet, American, and French- 
built units. Lacking spare parts, the American aircraft delivered before 1977 
are no longer operational. 

2. The Oromos~-or Gallas, a term which they consider perjorative--constitute about 
40 percent of the population, the majority of them Muslims. Then come the 
Amharas (30 percent), Eritreans (7 percent), Tigreans, etc. 


3. The TPLF has provided help to the EPLF. The TPLF and the ELF have a conflict 
over a sub-provincial area between their respective areas of operation. 


4, Then come Italy, the Federal Republic of Germany, and France. 


5. Launched in May 1979, this campaign is carried on in five languages. 
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GABON 


BONGO EXPRESSES CONFIDENCE IN NEW FRENCH GOVERNMENT 
Paris LE CONTINENT in French 29 Jul 81 p 2 
[Interview with President Omar Bongo by Lucien Ahonto; place and date not given] 


[Excerpts] [Question] Mr President, how do you feel about the changes in France? 
Do you think they can deeply affect relations between Libreville and Paris? 


[Answer] As a democrat, I can but applaud the choice of the people. France is 
the most important European power and Gabon's largest partner. The important 
changes that have taken place in France in recent months will necessarily affect 
the world, and especially Gabon. I feel very optimistic, since exchanges between 
the two capitals are based, not on sentiments, but on common interests. Relations 
between Gabon and France will become stronger, because they have always been the 
best and the most trusting. 


[Question] It is said that you would have preferred Jacques Chirac as president. 
Is it true? 


[Answer] At the time of the elections, I denounced the candidates’ silence on the 
Third World in general and Africa in particular. 


As for my preferences, the parties involved are better placed to speak about them. 
The protagonists, be they of the new majority or of the present opposition, are 
the best witnesses of my reserve during the last French elections. Besides, I 
have friends in all camps and of every persuasion because, as president of the 
Gabonese Republic, I can recognize those who represent the people and those who 
don't, 


[Question] During the campaign for the French presidential elections, an article 
in the Gabonese daily L'UNION deplored the absence of Africa in the programs 
presented by the various candidates. In your opinion, has the new French 
Government already defined a clear and coherent African policy? 


[Answer] We trust that the present government will understand the demands made 


by our continent. Moreover, we rejoice over the spirit in which French leaders 
are viewing our problems. 
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[Question] You recently visited the United States and had contacts with the highest 
officials of the Reagan administration. You also met American businessmen. It 

was thus gathered that Gabon is abandoning its French ties and attempting to ally 
itself with the United States. What do you have to say on this issue? 


[Answer] I have already had occasion to mention that my meeting with the 
president of the United States had been scheduled as soon as he had taken over. 
Everyone knows about the unfortunate accident of which President Reagan was the 
victim. That is the reason why he could only receive me at the end of May. The 
rest of the suppositions were purely imaginary, unless, of course, the intention 
was to harm the good relations between France and Gabon. As for businessmen, I 
am in the habit of meeting with them. This only regards the Gabonese people. 


[Question] In relation with Chad, you had advanced a number of proposals for a 
settlement within the framework of Central Africa. What has happened to this 
initiative? 


[Answer] Chad is one of the big tragedies in Central Africa. There was a time, 
indeed, when I had to advocate a settlement on the basis of the most interested 
parties, that is, the countries belonging to the former federation of French 
Equatorial Africa. For the moment, we are waiting to see whether the OAU 
resolutions will take effect. We are also waiting to see what France can contri- 
bute to peace in Chad. 


However, one thing is certain: this problem can only be solved by the Chadians 
themselves. It is not only a matter of resolutions; it is rather a matter of the 
means to help our Chadian brothers at every level. 


[Question] At the last OAU summit, following an incident between Egypt and certain 
Arab delegations, you asked the Arabs to settle their affairs at the Arab League 
rather than disrupt the proceedings. Can you tell us more on your point of view? 


[Answer] My privileged relations with the heads of Arab states allow me to consider 
myself as their brother. Gabon is a member of the Islamic Conference. Moreover, 

as a member of the OPEC and concerned about the problems of the Arab League, I 

pay a great deal of attention to every move affecting the future of the Arab peoples. 
You can thus understand that I am well able to ask my Arab brothers to respect 

the specifically African character of the OAU conference, 
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GABON 


BRIEFS 


OIL FIND ANNOUNCED--The El1f-Gabon Company has announced that it has found oil 

in the Baudroie Marine 2 area, located off the shores of Gabon. The exploration 
well has gone through the Anguille and Bananga reservoirs, which are impregnated 
with oil. Studies will be undertaken to evaluate the possibility of rapid 
production in this new deposit. Elf-Gabon operates on behalf of the association 
with the Mitsubishi Petroleum Development Company at equal shares. [Text] 

[Paris LE CONTINENT in French 4 Aug 81 p 9] 


CSO: 4719/255 


61 











BRIEFS 


FRG AID--The FRG has granted 40 million DM (approximately 96 million French francs) 
to Ghana for the financing of the construction of wells and bridges, as well as 
for the expansion of its pharmaceutical industry. This aid is made up of a long- 
term loan amounting to 33 million DM and a 7-million subsidy. [Text] [Paris 

LE CONTINENT in French 4 Aug 81 p 9] 
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GUINEA 


BRIEFS 


VENEZUELAN BAUXITE DEAL EYED--Caracas, July 28--Guinea, one of the world's top five 
producers of bauxite, wants to sell the mineral to Venezuela, which currently buys 
it from Jamaica and neighbouring Surinam, Guinea's rivals in the world top five. 

A Foreign Trade Institute spokesman said here yesterday that the approach had been 
made duriag a recent visit to Caracas by Guinean International Cooperation Hinister 
Marcel Cros. The spokesman said the Guineans had shown interest in Venezuelan 
help in using hydro-electricity to mine their bauxite, the raw material from which 
aluminum is smelted. (AFP) [Text] [Paris AFRICA AFP in English 28 Jul 81 p 14] 
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MOZAMBIQUE 


PRODUCTION COUNCILS OFFICIAL VISITS USSR, HUNGARY 
Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 1 Aug 81 p 8 


[Text] Following a trip to the Soviet Union and Hungary, Augusto Macamo, member 
of the FRELIMO Central Committee and executive secretary of the national commission 
of production councils returned yesterday to Maputo. 


Macamo visited those European countries at the head of a delegation of the produc- 
tion councils, which included various officials from this organization of Mozambican 
workers. 


In a press conference at Mavalane Airport, Augusto Macamo stated that his talks 
with trade union officials in these two countries had been fruitful. In the Soviet 
Union, Macamo affirmed, he had "a fruitful exchange of experiences in various 
fields," noting that a number of cooperation protocols and work programs had 

been signed for the next two years. 


These protocols are in the sectors of professional training, medical assistance, 
exchange of delegations and the holding of joint seminars for mutual enrichment. 


Following his visit to the Soviet Union, the Mozambican delegation visited the 
People's Republic of Hungary, where it held an exchange of experiences in various 
fields with the central trade union council, and also signed cooperation protocols 
establishing a work program for the next two years. The main areas covered by 

the work program for 1982-1983 were professional training, medical assistance, 
material support and exchange of delegations. Some industrial and agricultural 
units--among them the automobile plant Ikarus--were visited. A number of Mozambicans 
are now studying in the Ikarus factory. 


Unforeseen circumstances prevented a visit to Czechoslovakia, as had been pre- 
viously planned. 


CSO: 4728/91 


64 





MOZAMB IQUE 


CONSTRUCTION OF CAHORA BASSA II DAM ENVISAGED 
Paris EUROPE OUTREMER in French No 616, May 81 pp 33-34 


[Text] Cahora Bassa, the largest dam in Africa located in Mozambique, has not 
been providing power to South Africa for the last 3 months, following the attack 


conducted by the guerrillas ppposing the Maputo regime. The news was officially 
announced in June in the Mozambican capital. 


The turbines of the gigantic project built on the Zambezi River in the north- 
western region of the country stopped functioning last April after the sabotage 
perpetrated by the National Resistance of Mozambique (NRM) on the more than 
1,000-km long line transporting electricity through Marxist Mozambique to South 
Africa, the nation of apartheid. 


The four 18-meter pylons dynamited in the Espungabera region near the Zimbabwe 
border in the proviuce of Manica have not yet been repaired. According to high 
Mozambican officials, repair operations are made difficult by the configuration 
of the terrain and by security problems. Sparsely inhabited, very mountainous 
and heavily forested, the Espungabera region is the NRM's "sanctuary." The 
200-km section of the line cutting across this "sanctuary" is practically 
impossible to control. 


Even though Pretoria is deprived of the Cahora Bassa energy, it continues to 
provide power to Maputo and its environs, located in the vicinity of its borders. 
Paradoxically, power in the Mozambican capital and the surrounding areas comes 
from South Africa. 


The five turbines deep down in the caverns of the Zambezi gorge in Cahora Bassa 
produce annually 11,000 gigawatts (1 gigawatt = 1 billion watts), which are 
almost entirely consumed by South Africa; at the present stage, Mozambique's 
entire energy consumption is the equivalent of only one-third of the production 
of one turbine because of the embryonic state of the country's industry. Within 
the framework of the "decade of development,” the government has launched a 
program for the establishment of intensive energy consumption industries, but 
the country's needs should remain below the Cahora Bassa production for a long 
time. 
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Hydraulic energy, Mozambique's trump card, must therefore be exported. Pragmatic 
Maputo forgets its insurmountable ideological differences with Pretoria in the 
name of trade and even envisages to increase its delivery of low-cost electricity 
to its powerful neighbor, who is the only customer at present. 


Will Cahora Bassa II Be Built? 


The construction of Cahora Bassa II is thus envisaged. A Mozambican official 
specifies that it will be a project with an 8,000 to 10,000 gigawatt capacity, 
to be sold to Zimbabwe, but mostly, again, to South Africa. Maputo has already 
unofficially informed Pretoria about this project, but there has been no answer 
from South Africa to date. The new project will be built on the same plan as 
Cahora Bassa: galleries dug into the mountain wall facing that of Cahora Bassa 
in the Zambezi gorge will capture the river waters that will feed the turbines 
of the projected plant. 


South Africa is presently paying some $66 million a year for the Cahora Bassa I 
energy to an organism controlled by Portuguese and Mozambican interests. 
Mozambique's participation does not exceed 18 percent and the state only recovers 
2 percent of the income, with the rest going toward reimbursing the expenses for 
the construction of the dam, which is the fourth-largest in the world. 


South Africa benefits from a preferential tariff according to the terms of the 
contract signed between the Portuguese and the South Africans more than 6 years 
ago, before Mozambique's independence. Maputo has. since strictly adhered to the 
obligations of this lion's share contract it had not signed. The South Africans 
agreed to a slight increase of the tariffs after 1975, but the inflation affecting 
the Portuguese escudo--the currency in which payments are made--has erased this 
measure. Thus, it is that at present, Cahora Bassa energy is sold to Pretoria 

at one-fourth the price of the energy produced in South Africa. 


Cahora Bassa II energy will obviously be offered to South Africa at a higher price. 
However, the deal will still be profitable for Pretoria, as stated by a high 
official, who eludes the paradox of the commercial relations between Mozambique 
and South Africa by recalling one of President Machel's statements: "One can 
choose one's friends, but one can never choose one's neighbors." 
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MOZAMBIQUE 


REPORTED IRRITATION ABOUT LACK OF ZIMBABWEAN COOPERATION 
Paris AFRICA AFP in English 28 Jul 81 p 24 


[Text] Salisbury, July 25--A new call for increased cooperation between Zimbabwe 
and Mozambique to end terrorist activity in Mozambique has been issued by Mozanm- 
bique's Ambassador here. 


The Ambassador, Rafael Maguni, said Thursday that more joint action between Zimbabwe 
and Mozambique was "crucial" in order to eliminate the Mozambique Resistance Move- 
ment (MRM) waging a guerrilla war in remote areas along the two countries’ common 
border. 


Diplomatic sources said Mr. Maguni's statement was a sign of Mozambique's growing 
irritation that the authorities in Zimbabwe were not helping to fight the terrorists. 


The MRM's guerrilla activity is said to be greatly hindering Mozambique's economy 
and administration in several areas of the country. It has kept the railroad from 
Umtali, Zimbabwe, to the port of Beira from functioning fully. 


The movement is supported by Scuth Africa, een to the Governments of Mozambique 
and Zimbabwe and foreign diplomats. 


Ambassador Maguni said that the NEM guerrillas were moving back and forth across the 
border into Zimbabwe. "Some of the people crossing the border as refugees are in 
fact terrorists who take advantage of the free movement along the border," he said, 
adding that some of the rebels spent their days in villages working with local 
people and began their anti-Government operations at night. 


Although Zimbabwe and Mozambique signed a joint defense pact in January to combat 
the problem, little progress has been made, accordirg to diplomatic sources. 


Official sources say that South African aircraft fly over Zimbabwe and Mozambique 
and drop food and weapons to the MRM fighters. 


Zimbabwean Prime Minister Robert Mugabe said yesterday in Parliament that several 
Army units had been sent to the border area té maintain security. (AFP) 
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MOZAMBIQUE 


VOLUNTEER CENTERS TO BE CREATED IN ALL DISTRICTS 
Maputo Official's Statement 
Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 27 Jul 81 p l 


[Excerpts] At the closing of a political-military course in Maputo, the need for 
each district in the city to have its own volunteer center was stressed by Oscar 
Monteiro, FRELIMO Central Committee secretary for organization. The course was 
attended by elements participating in the first phase of political-military prepara- 
tion for members of party committees, deputies and secretaries of mobilizing 

groups of the city of Maputo. It was being given in accordance with the orienta- 
tions of President Samora Machel on 14 February related to the people's preparedness 
for a possible war of racist aggression. Major General Antonio Hama Thai, president 
of the Maputo Executive Council, who was also present at the ceremony, stressed 

the need for every district to have a volunteer center where residents can train 
every morning. Participants in the course then offered a contribution in support 

of the South African people's struggle against apartheid. 


Sacrifices Demanded 
Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 29 Jul 81 p l 


[Excerpts] "Who does not defend that which belongs to him?" The question was 
asked by Major General Antonio Hama Thai at a meeting with directors of enterprises 
and district officials of the capital. "Is this our land or isn't it?" He con- 
tinued: "Well, then let us defend it." 


Hama Thai is demanding sacrifices from these directors and officials. Within the 
next few weeks, these individuals will begin daily training in the mornings, in 
which they will be taught the fundamentals of military defense. 


Hama Thai said that "this training will not be like the usual training of soldiers. 
It will simply be the kind of training that will provide an insight into what 
defense and combat in a war situation are." 


Meanwhile, Antonio Hama Thai stressed that this training will not affect produc- 


tion, because at the time to start work, all the participants will already be at 
their job locations. 
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As a military man, Antonio Hama Thai believes that war could start any time. 
"That is why," he said, "we must be prepared. In the event the racist armies 
attack us, we shall prove to them that this will be the first and last time they 
attack our homeland. Where there is organization, there is vigilance, and we 
shall thus be able to fight the enemy. The same is true in a plant, when we 

come across alcoholics and infiltrators," he added. 


CSO: 4728/90 


69 





MOZAMBIQUE 


BRIEFS 


BOTSWANA MEAT PURCHASE--Lobatse--"We shall buy meat from Botswana," President 
Machel said yesterday at the end of his visit to this country. "We shall thus 
stop buying meat from Brazil and Argentina," he added. During his 2-hour visit, 
the Mozambican head of state said that Mozambique wishes to purchase meat with 
bones and without. "It is an important cultural question," he said. "Mozambicans 
like to put aside knife and fork and suck on the bones." This is a particularly 
complex issue, since the importation of boneless meat must bear the guarantee 
that if it comes from regions affected by foot-and-mouth disease, it has been 
duly processed to avoid the spread of the disease. This means that imports must 
be effected directly from the best meat processing centers. Mozambique will 
purchase only 2,000 tons of meat from Botswana this year. [Excerpt] [Maputo 
NOTICIAS in Portuguese 1 Aug 81 p 3] 


CUBAN COOPERANTS IN FISHING SECTOR--The fishing complex located in Metanguia in 
the Lago district of Niassa will receive 8 Cuban cooperants and 6 graduates of 
the Maputo nautical institute during the month of August. The cooperants will 
be assigned to the mechanical and fishing net sectors. They will also help in 
the training of personnel. This complex is being equipped with refrigeration 
units and facilities for fish drying. [Text] [Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 
27 Jul 81 p 3] 


POOR QUALITY PRODUCT--After a 6-month impasse, 300 kerosene refrigerators produced 
by the FRIMOL company and intended for export, will be sold on the domestic 
market. Bureaucratic problems, the product's poor quality und the extremely 
uncertain production of this plant are some of the reasons preventing the export 
of these refrigerators. The FRIMOL was planning to produce 2,000 kerosene 
refrigerators in 1981, but it has now stopped production of such items. It will 
produce only electric refrigerators, to be marketed within the country. [Excerpt] 
[Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 1 Aug 81 p 8] 


AGREEMENT WITH CZECHOSLOVAKIA RATIFIED--The documents pertaining to the ratifica- 
tion of the agreement for cultural and scientific co, eration between the govern- 
ments of Mozambique and Czechoslovakia signed last November in Prague were signed 
yesterday in Maputo. The documents were signed by Valeriano Ferrao, secretary 
general of the Mozambican Ministry of Foreign Affairs anc by vaclav Brezak, the 
ambassador of the Socialist Republic of Czechoslovakia in our country. [Excerpt] 
[Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 27 Jul 81 p 1] 

















ACCUSED SPIES ESCAPE--Maputo, July 27-—A large-scale man-hunt was under way in 
Mozambique to track down two Army lieutenant-colonels accused of espionage who es- 
caped from prison last Thursday, official sources said today. The official news 
agency said the Security Ministry had launched an operation to catch Fernandes 
Baptista and Josias Ressamo Dlakhama after they got away from jail at Nampula in 
Northern Mozambique. Lt. Col. Baptista was arrested last March and accused of 
giving information to an Amerjcan Central Intelligence Agency network operating 
from the United States Embassy in Maputo. Other Mozambicans were also arrested 
and four U.S. diplomats expelled. Lt. Col. Dlakhama was arrested in February after 
being publicly accused by President Samora Machel of selling military secrets to 
South Africa. He was also accused of sabotaging military transport, of which he 
was in charge. (AFP) [Text] [Paris AFRICA AFP in English 28 Jul 81 p 30] 


PORTUGUESE HOTEL COOPERATION--Maputo, July 23--The Four Seasons Hotel here, the 
largest in Mozambique, is to be completed with assistance from a Portuguese building 
firm, the Mozambican News Agency (AIM) reported Wednesday. Work on the Four Seasons 
began before independence, financed by colonial and South African interests, but 
building came to a halt at independence in 1975. The unfinished hotel is a gigan- 
tic tower block that dominates the coast about seven kilometres (four miles) from 
the center of Maputo. After a visit to Lisbon by Mario Trindade, Mozambique's Na- 
tional Director of Tourism, an agreement has been reached whereby Portuguese banks 
will finance the work of completing and furnishing the hotel. The Bank of Mozambique 
will also participate. The Mozambican state building enterprise Construtora 
Regional do Sul will provide building materials, while a Portuguese firm, Amadeu 
Gaudencio, will supervise the construction. When the hotel is finished, it will be 
classed by another Portuguese company, Organizacoes Estoril-Sol, which is exper- 
ienced in the Portuguese hotel industry. The hotel will be classed as four-star and 
will cater essentially for businesemen. (AFP) [Text] ,Paris AFRICA AFP in English 
24 Jul 81 p 30] 
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NIGER 


CONSUMPTION OF PRESTIGE FOODS CONDEMNED 
Niamey LE SAHEL in French 21 Jul 81 p l 


[Article by Issaka Garba] 





[Text] The Nigerien people have once more been reassured by the words of the chief 
of state, Col Seyni Kountche, who at his most recent meeting with the cadres declar- 
ed emphatically that "every effort will be made to see that Nigeriens get through 
the transition period without any difficulties." This statement, given the present 
economic situation, is important. Indeed, it is a real assurance. 


This assurance should inspire us to great efforts, to a spirit of sacrifice, and a 
sharp awareness of our situation. In fact, it is no secret today for anyone that 
the world economic crisis has reached a critical stage in the so-called industrial- 
ized countries (and, as a catastrophic consequence, in the developing countries), 
and that this is not the time for a wait-and-see attitude. The "summit" of the 
seven big Western countries presently being held in Ottawa (Canada) is proof of 
this. As for us, we are turning our attention to the meeting of cadres held last 
Saturday. 


A real warning siren, this meeting of the cadres provided the forum for a clear 
and objective explanation of the causes of the current economic situation and above 
all enabled Nigeriens to understand that now more than ever it is time to roll up 
our sleeves even further and get mobilized for work and production. 


The current situation needs therapy based on three things: the awareness, realism, 
and attitude of all Nigeriens. 


Awareness, because Nigeriens must understand that dispite the difficult predicament, 
despite its geographic position, our country has been able to take the preventative 
measures necessary to protect our people from these dangers. We should also be 
proud that here in Niger concern for the well-being of all the people, as preached 
by the CMS [Supreme Military Council] and the government, extends everywhere and 
reaches all levels, even in the most remote corners. But the state cannot shoulder 
the burden of the nation's well-being alone. The quest for this well-being is a 
duty of all Nigeriens. 


Awareness encourages us to mobilize ourselves for work and production. Realism, too, 
for we sheuld get rid of certain habits of wanting to consume prestige foods at any 
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price. The weather has shown this to be true. We are no longer in a period when 

we can easily get grain at will and at very affordable prices. This is no longer 

a time for waste. We should adapt ourselves to the caprices of nature and to the 
consequences of an economic crisis of which we are not the only victims, but of which 
we are trying to minimize the effects by making use of our own resources. Realism 
thus counsels us to be moderate in consuming the foodstuffs we produce, without 
burdening ourselves with notions of prestige which do us more harm than good, 
financially speaking. It is also realistic to understand that if today the price 

of millet or rice has gone up, many factors have come into consideration. 


The factors are well known. They begin with the inflation of the dollar, and include 
the OPVN [Nigerien Foodstuffs Office], which this year was not able to market the 
expected quantities of foodstuffs; the late winter, and the cost of transporting 

the grain we import. Despite everything, and this is what we should be still more 
proud of, the state, surmounting all these hurdles, these fluctuations, is trying to 
provide for the daily food requirements of the Nigerien people, cost whatever it 

may. Our attitude will therefore be, both today and tomorrow, not to rest with our 
arms folded, for like it or not the result will depend on each of us. 


9516 
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NIGER 


ECONOMIC SITUATION, SECURITY THEMES OF CADRES CONFERENCE 
Niamey LE SAHEL in French 20 Jul 81 ppl, 3 
[Article] 


[Text] Dialogue and consultation are two of the three important elements vital for 
the development of society which should pave the way toward a prosperous society 
for every Nigerien. This is why the Supreme Military Council [CMS] and the govern- 
ment, headed by the chief of state himself, meet periodically with the national 
cadres to report on the state of the nation and conversely to get their points of 
view. It is in this context that the conference of cadres was held on 27 May, and 
also the conference last Saturday at the former Assembly [sic], which took place 
just a few days before the message to the nation, which is another means of consul- 
tation and dialogue. 


Saturday's conference was dominated by two major themes: the economic situation 
and security, two themes which are near to our hearts. 


With regard to the current economic situation, whose pernicious effects are mounting, 
the chief of state has already called on Nigeriens to be prudent and to prepare for 
the unforeseeable. The causes of the deterioration in the economic situation are in 
part due to domestic problems and in part to external contingencies. 


In addition to our landlocked condition, which is a real handicap in keeping our 
country supplied with all kinds of products, particularly foodstuffs, we must add 
the fact that this year OPVN [Nigerien Foodstuffs Office], our grain bank, was 
unable to market the expected quantities of foodstuffs. Also, the late winter re- 
sulted in a late harvest of seedlings, and, in some of our regions, left some fields 
virtually unsown. The biggest cause of these internal problems is that Nigeriens 
persist in eating nothing but millet and more millet. This conservatism about food 
is something of which we should rid ourselves, by adapting our eating habits to the 
current situation, to realities. In addition to millet, we consume rice. In this 
field, too, no matter how much we harvest, we must import. And this causes our 
external problems. For Niger does not live in autarchy, in a sealed vessel. Inter- 
dependence with its neighbors and the world is a reality which must be taken into 
account, particularly with the inflation of the dollar, the currency of international 
reference, and the cur~ency of a neighboring country with which we have close com- 
mercial relations. 
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But despite these internal and external problems, despite the international economic 
disorder, the state, which has sworn to protect our people from suffering, is making 
and will continue to make all possible efforts to get through this difficult period. 
Ic is in this spirit that it had to intervene to set the price of millet, causing 
some businessmen to grind their teeth, but pleasing the overwhelming majority of 
consumers a great deal and thus enabling them to proceed to abstain without great 
difficulty. 


However, in order to meet the exorbitant costs of transport, in light of the inflation 
of the dollar, a 100-kg bag of millet will henceforth be sold at F [CRA] 13,000 

on the market and white sorghum for 12,000. But even this is not the extent of our 
problems, unless the great world powers assembled in Ottawa come to an agreement to 
make decisions that will relieve us all. 


Security, the second theme of the conference, is not something that concerns only 
men in uniform. This is a sector in which everyone has responsibilities, in the 
sense that it also bears on the economic situation, particularly on food. Each of 
us, whether or not we are in business, is concerned. And as soon as there is a 
shortage of food, there is insecurity, which plays into the hands of our people's 
enemies. But we must remain vigilant to expunge from our ranks the traitors who 
have sold out to new forms of imperialism. We must gird our loins, increase our 
vigilance while remaining calm, and become more determined to oppose attempts to 
undermine us. In any case, our leaders, for their part, whatever it may cost, will 
do everything to assure peace and tranquillity for the six million Nigeriens. This 
is why the chief of state gave the report of measures respecting reform of adminis- 
trative vehicles and rental and sale of housing. 


The state has on many occasions proven its disposition and determination to improve 


the life of the nation and the lot of its people; each of us should make his own 
personal contribution to this national drive. 
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SENEGAL 


WINNING OVER OF ODP TO AND-JEF/MRDN HAILED 
Dakar JAAY DOOLE BI in French 31 May - 15 Jun 81 p 1 
/ Editorial by Landing Savane: "Viva the Unity of the Patriots"/ 


/ Text _/The self-dissolution of the Proletarian Democratic Organization (ODP) 
and the rallying of almost all its members to AND-JEF/MRDN 
is a historical event of great political significance. 


This decision, without precedent in the political history of "independent" 
Senegal, contributes significantly to the process of constituting a true 
revolutionary pole within our country. 


Senegal is living today in a period during which reorganization is likely 
to be occurring on the national political scene as a result of the "broaden- 
ing of democratic perspectives." 


While certain political forces are cultivating ambiguity or questionable 
silence, AND-JEF/MRDN are continuing the liberating fight with courage and 
steadfastness. 


The growing role played by the working class in this struggle and the con- 
stant _strengthening of the worker-peasant alliance reflect in practice the 
successes won because of the correctness of the intentions and political 
platform of the movement. 


It is this context that must be viewed the choice made by the ODP, which 
reflects a discernment and a political courage that raise. hopes and revive 
that taste for political action among thousands of oid militants or sympathi- 
zers of the former PRA [African Realignment ‘Party ]-Senegal. 


The self-critical assessment prepared by Abdoulaye Ly reveals through its 
depth and insight a thoroughness to which Senegalese public political life 
has not accustomed us. 


This assessment commands respect and fills with conficence ali rational, 
proletarian, patriotic, and democratic revolutionaries, 
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In addition, this self-criticism and the consequent rallying to AND-JEF/MRDN 
illustrate the correctness of this organization's line: it has always 
souzht to work so that those who have fought ever since the colonial period 
for the national and social liberation of our people would know that their 
sacrifices have not been in vain, in that they have contributed to the edu- 
cation of the younger generation by their successes as well as by their 
failures. 


We feel deep respect for all the militants who, despite vicissitudes, dare 
to make a critical assessment of their acts and continue the revolutionary 
fight. 


It is with the greatest sincerity that we repeat our appeal to all militant 
revolutionaries, all patriots, and all democrats (young and old, men and 
women) to have the courage, individually or collectively, to follow the 
ODP's example. 


So far as we are concerned, we shall continue to fight sectarianism in all 
its forms so that the best conditions will be created everywhere for the 
unification and consolidation of patriotic forces, an essential condition 
for the victory of the national democratic revolution of our people. 
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SENEGAL 


PAIRE D'ECUS SEEN AS TRYING TO DESTABILIZE PS 
Daker LE POLITICIEN in French May 81 p 1 
/ Editorial by Mam Less Dia / 


/ Text 7AFRICA No 131, May 1981: from the pen of Mr Paire d'Ecus, a sensation- 
al article about our country. Certain businessmen, true Senegalese, are 
literally dragged through the mud. Just because, as Paire himself says, 
they got rich through an operation that was in no way fraudulent. This as- 
pect of the article signed Paire amounts to nothing but the tree that hides 
tne forest. To tell the truth, AFRICA's discourse on "the cola millionaires 
or unjustified amassing of wealth" has a deeper significance than pure vindi- 
cation of humanity, after the loss of a lawsuit, that every effort was made 
to display. Alert observers know perfectly well that Paire's "thorough 
investigation" was aimed, beyond the persons mentioned, at a government 
member whom people in certain circles take pleasure in presenting as a pre- 
tender to the throne. Certain "big shots,” who seem very much to have been 
organized, a fortnight before the publication of AFRICA's latest edition, 
had already enlightened us as to the backdrop for the huge plot being 
woven. word was being insidiously put about that the king was the instiga- . 
tor of the article in preparation. I% was also being hinted that this was 
the beginning of open war between the king and the minister in question, 
since the latter had reportedly suggested that he review his bill on unjus- 
tified amassing of wealth. We are in a position to state that all these 
allegations are completely false. But the most significant point resides in 
the fact that Mr Paire d'Ecus' inflammatory article was not published until 
after Mitterrand's victory over Giscard. 


It is obvious that the change of direction in France, to the advantage of 
the socialist Mitterrand, is one more guarantee for King Habdou, an extra 
trump, in his policy for economic recovery and strengthening the domestic 
bases of management. 


Our colleague Siradiou Diallo writes in JEUNE AFRIQUE that "Senezgal's new 
leadership team, grouped around Abdou Diouf, maintains excellent relations 
with Mitterrand's staff"..."With the French socialists’ accession to power, 
the capital of friendship and mutual trust will be turned to account in 
the contacts and negotiations between the French and the Senegalese." 
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Even a complete idiot must know that with Mit:terrand's arrival, French 
loboies and other capitalist groups operating within our country will no 
longer have the advantage of the active complicity of the Elysee. what is 
more, these interest groups that consider Senegal to be a private hunting 
ground for France and the French Left to be a real enemy, are ready to make 
use of anything to weaken Mitterrand by destabilizing African governments, 
the traditional allies of France, and likely now to start having second 
thoughts. All with the blessing of certain Senegalese-Lebanese with French 
citizenship. According to well-informed Paris sources, a secret plan for 
destabilization of socialist power in Senegal is said to have already been 
perfected by eminent sorcerer's apprentices of Jacques Foccard's stamp, of 
which the pivotal idea is creation and fostering of an open conflict, made 
up of denunciations and calumnies among Senegalese businessmen believed 

to have dealings with one important political figure or another. A straw 
man of Senegalese nationality tnerefore had to be found to set off "opera- 
tion discord" after spreading "rumors" as serious as they were felse, 
according to which a latent crisis was supposed to be brewing within the 
leadership team. And the rare bird materialized in the person of Paire 
d'Ecus. The shocking thing is that Paire could agree to play the role of 
the destabilizing agent against the Socialist Party. That shows clearly 


our traditions, which Mr Paire, as an adoptive Senegalese, so courageously 
defends in his article. 


It is hard to understand, indeed, how the honorable Mr Paire, who has re- 
ceived at the lowest estimate 50 million CFA francs,the generous gift of 
the Senegalese state between 197 and 1977, can now be the agent for the 
carrying out of a plot against that very state. It is extremely fortunate 
that Senegalese businessmen have become aware of the trap. 


1214S 
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SENEGAL 


FED GIVES GRANT FOR RURAL YOUTH PROJECTS 
Dakar LE SOLEIL if French 11 Jun 81 p 3 


/ Text 7 By its resolution last 25 May, the European Economic Community 
Council granted a 120 million CFA franc subsidy for joint financing of the 
first GOPEC / Permanent Working Group for Study and Consultation /micro- 
project program. The subsidy is charged to the Sth EDF ( Lome Convention 2). 


GOPEC, the Permanent Working Group for Study and Consultation, is an organi- 
zation that is part of the state Secretariat for Human Advancement, estab- 
lished in July 1980, and whose activity is directed toward the advancement 
of youths from 15 to 35 years old, in rural environments. 


The first program consists of seven different micro-projects and is intended 
to help young people from Casamance in the department of Bignona to under- 
take the development and management of banana and pineapple plantations, 

the establishment of a collective poultry farm, and the development of two 
fishing cooperatives. 


Financing, as in every micro-project,features actual participation by the 
communities receiving a financial contribution and a service allowance from 
the zovernment. 


The cost per micro-project is calculated at a figure that varies between 
10 and 15 million CFA francs. The EDF contribution is in a bracket ranging 
from 2.6 million to 25 million CFA francs per project. 


The beneficiaries' share is 154 million CFA francs for the seven projects 
as a whole, or h2 percent of the overall cost. 


This share is distributed as follows: 


As the project is started, local communities make their contribution 
through payment of 1,000 €FA francs per participant and through human invest- 
ment (land clearance, stump removal, making posts and enclosures for sinking 
wells for agricultural projests, and making nets for the fishery projects) 





over a 10-year period, with @ moratorium of 2 years for agricultural 
projects and 5 years for fishery projects, the beneficiaries repay over 
two-thirds of the investment end all the operating costs. 


The program of seven micro-projects includes four orchards, one collective 
poultry farm, and two fisning c»operatives. 


The four collective orchards include a total of 141 youths. They are estab- 
lished in the Tenghory district,department of Bignona, at Niamone, Piran, 
Coulenghor, and Tenghory. The term collective orchard here means plantations 
in units of 7 hectares, divided into a vegetable garden, a 1-hectare pine- 
apple grove, and a 5-hectare banana grove. 


In periods of normal operation, expected in 5 years' time, production for 
each unit will amount to about 12 million CFA francs a year. 


The collective poultry farm will be located in the village of Tenghory. The 
object will be to establish and maintain a 500-head poultry farm. 


The two fishing cooperative projects are located in the villages of Marsas- 
soum, the principal community of the district of the same name, and Kaffoun- 
tine, in the district of Diouloulou, in the department of Bignona. 


The objective is the training and equipping of 128 youths for ocean fishing 
and river fishing in the Casamance river. 
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SENEGAL 





BUDGET DEBATES INDICATE SERIOUS ECONOMIC PROBLEMS 
Paris LE CONTINENT in French 16 Jun 81 p 8 
/Article by Dakar correspondent Ibrahima Signate: "A Crisis Budget" / 


/ Text_/ The budgetary session of the Senegalese National Assembly, which 
began on 3 June, still has a few days to run, after which the 1981-1982 
financial year will appear in its definitive form for these days of austerity. 


Meantime, the reports presented and the debates that began threw a harsh 

light on the economic difficulties still facing Senegal. The unfavorable 
circumstances now prevailing are to a large extent explained by deficient 
rainfall. As a res.’t, only 80,000 tons of peanuts were delivered to the 
oil mills, which is only half lest year's narvest. Normally, Senegalese 

oil mills crush 800,000 tons of peanuts a year. 


At the same time, because of worldwide inflation, the value of Senegalese 
imports rose considerably. From 95.5 billion CFA francs last year, the 
trade deficit this year will reach 98.8 billion CFA francs. The balance of 
payments deficit last year reached 13 billion. The chairman of the Com- 
mission on Finances revealed that implementation of the finance law (1980- 
1981) will show a deficit of around 12 billion, which will have to be cover- 
ed by a loan. The savings achieved through the austerity measures apparent- 
ly were used to finance salary increases. It is also very obvious that 

the failure of ONCAD / National Office for Cooperation and Assistance for 
Development 7 and ite heavy liabilities, about 80. billion CFA francs, did 
nothing to help the state of public finances. Nor did the negative trends 
that appeared in the operations of the stabilization fund, which is fed 
mainly by income from peanuts. 


To meet the situation, the government has been able to get certair special 
foreign aid loans, apportioned as follows: 31 billion CFA francs from 
France, 15 billion from Saudi Arabia, 11.7 billion from the IMF, 7.5 billion 
from STABEX / expansion unknown 7. 


The coming start of operations on the Casamance offshore oilfield and of the 
lignite mines, by lowering oil expenditures, is supposed io bs capable of 
giving a boost to a severely strained economy. To that, over the medium 
range, the start of operations at the iron mines in eastern Seneca will 

be added. 
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SENEGAL 


GASOLLNE PRICE INCREASE WINDFALL FOR OPPOSITION 
Paris LE CONTINENT in French 20 Jul 81 p 4 


[Article by Ibrahima Signate and Tidiane Coulibaly: "Senegalese Surprised by 
Gasoline Price Increase" ] 


[Text] The Senegalese are still shocked by the unexpected increase in the price of 
gasoline which went into effect during the evening of 14 July. The following day 
automobile owners, when they woke up, were to note with great disappointment that 

a liter of premium gasoline had risen from F 210 (CFA) to F 265 (CFA), for an in- 
crease of 26 percent. Regular gasoline went up from F 199 (CFA) to F 250 (CFA) per 
liter, for an increase of 28 percent. 


Uncontrolled Rumors 


A humorist remarked, "this was a real up d'etat.” As an inevitable consequence 
the cost of public transportation went up. For interurban transportation the scale 
of the increase ranged between 4.5 and 14.5 percent, which urban transportation 
systems saw their charges increased by about 25 percent. 


That's not all. The cost of electricity for home and industrial consumption should 
also be increased. The fuel oil used by SENELEC [Company for Generation and Distri- 
bution of Electricity] has gone up in price from F 51,275 (CFA) to F 57,026 (CFA) 
per ton. Nothing more was needed for uncontrolled rumors to circulate again about 
an increase in price of some essential products. 


It was not so much the increase in the gasoline price itself which was the surprise. 
Since these price increases h:ve been taking place at regular intervals, they are 
now basically accepted with a kind of resigned fatalism by the man in the street. 
However, the extent of the price increase, which no previous indications had sug- 
gested, dumbfounded more than a few people. People had not been prepared for it, 
no doubt because the measure taken is unpopular. 


Comments picked up here and there in the streets after the increase have all been 
unfavorable. Certainly, the government explained the increase as the failout re- 
sulting from the periodic increases in the cost of energy on the international 
market. It is also suggested that the variations in the value of the dollar, the 
currency in which crude oil prices are transacted, reportedly had some affect. 
However, in general the explanation was not considered satisfactory by everyone. 
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The government would have everything to gain by constantly holding to the truth, 
in order not to give the impression that it was facing people with an accomplished 
fact. 


For their part, highway transportation groups felt that they had had enough, and 

as of 16 July had called on their members to strike, which has caused great in- 
convenience for those who use their services. Taxi drivers are not very enthu- 
siastic about having to increase their fares again, as they had already done in 

the past, which had led to their losing customers, put off by the rapidly rising 
fares. They suggested the removal of meters from the taxis and the installation of 
a system of group riding, which would let them make enough to cover their costs 
(which is not the case at present) and which would let their customers save some- 
thing also. 


The government does not agree with this view, but negotiations between the highway 
transportation groups and the ministry concerned are under way, although one cannot 
judge the outcome as yet. 


The sharp increase in the price of gasoline no doubt will be a windfall for the 
opposition parties, who miss no occasion to cross swords with the government. That 
the government was led to adopt a measure which no doubt it knew would be unpopular 
well illustrates the limits of its room for maneuver in a difficult crisis which is 
still shaking the developing countries, even those which pass for being relatively 
prosperous. 


Thus it has also been confirmed that the people of Senegal will have to make diffi- 
cult sacrifices to get out of the present trouble. Perhaps it would be appropriate 
to prepare people for such sacrifices in a more consistent way. 


5170 
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SIERRA LEONE 


BRIEFS 
CUBAN DELEGATION--Yesterday the Cuban delegation which is in Sierra Leone to 
identify areas of possible bilateral cooperation held discussions with the deputy 


chief agriculturist, Mr C. B. Cisse, and an assistant chief agriculturist. [Text] 
[A3112046 Freetown Domestic Service in English 2000 GMT 11 Aug 81] 


CSO: 4700/326 
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TANZANTA 


MATTERS TO BE CORRECTED AT PARTY SCHOOL NOTED 
Dar es Salaam UHURU in Swahili 29 Jul 81 p 6 
{Editorial: "Our Views"] 


[Text] One of the very first institutions to be established in our country is 
celebrating the 20th anniversary of its founding today. This institution is the 
Party School in Kivukoni, which 20 years ago today was established by the former 
TANU party. 


Twenty years is not long even in everyday life. The fact that the Party School in 
Kivukoni has been able to exist all these years, despite the many problems which 
confronted the party when this school was established, is of course a matter for 
rejoicing. 


A further matter for satisfaction is the fact that the party has not only been able 
to become permanent, but it has been able to expand and achieve further success. 

Now the school in Kivukoni is not alone but is being helped by eight other schools. 
Also, from the 39 students who could be received by the school in 1961, the number 
at this time has risen to 150 and all studies are conducted in Swahili, our national 


language. 


We are congratulating all those who took part in founding this school, those who 
provided their services at various times, and those comrades who were successful 
in obtaining training at the school. 


It is not easy to evaluate the real results of a school like the one in Kivukoni, 
as it is not easy to evaluate the results of an enterprise, for example, which is 
producing goods or foreign exchange. But we believe that the Party School in 
Kivukoni has done good work in preparing good leaders in accordance with the 
policy of our party. 


When celebrating the founding and establishment of any institution, it is also a 
eood time for self-examination and self-questioning, is everything satisfactory 
concerning that institution of ours? Is there no need for correction here and 
there sc that that institution can carry out its responsibilities with more 
excellence? 








In the interview we printed in our newspaper MZALENDO last Sunday, the principal 
of the school in Kivukoni, Bismarck Mwansasu, mentioned some of the problems 
which confront the school. 


This principal mentioned, for example, the selection of students for the school, 
which, he said, has left many loopholes requiring consideration so that the 
objectives of the establishment of this school may be achieved. He mentioned 

also the topic of the school's demanding considerable sums in fees for students 
from organizations, departments and regions which succeed in sending their workers 
to school there. 


After 20 years now, those who are concerned have obtained sufficient experience to 
know what requires correction and what requires continuation at the party school. 


In making corrections and any progress, the main thing is to keep in mind that the 
objective is to teach the party's policy and revolution so that those who finish 


their studies at the school may help in making successful the building of socialism 
in our country. 


CSO: 4749/7 
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TOGO 


BRIEFS 


EYADEMA DECREES CHANGES--Yesterday afternoon, President Eyadema signed the following 
four decrees: First decree--Gbegnon Amegboh, minister of information, posts and 
telecommunications is appointed minister delegate to the presidency in charge of 
information, posts and telecommunications. Second decree--Natchaba Fambare 
Quattara, permanent undersecretary in the office of the president, is relteved 

of his functions with effect from 27 July 1981 and placed at the disposal of the 
minister of third and fourth degree education and scientific research. Third 
decree--Article l1--Awesso Batoke, director general of information, is appointed 
permanent undersecretary to the minister delegate to the presidency in charge of 
information, posts and telecommunications replacing Pilang Boroze. Article 2-- 
Eklou Efoe, director of Radio Kara, is appointed secretary gene~al for information. 
Article 3--Aithnard Do, director general of the Posts and Telecommunications 
Department, is appointed secretary general for posts and telecommunications. This 
decree becomes effective on 27 July 1981. Fourth decree-—-Tcha Tchibara Yacoubi, 
radio manager, is appointed director of Radio Kara replacing Eklou Efoe. This 
decree takes effect on 27 July 1981. [Text] [AB280945 Lome Domestic Service 

in French 0615 GMT 28 Jul 81} 


CsO: 4719/257 
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ZAIRE 


CHURCH INDICTS REGIME'S INDIFFERENCE TO NATION'S ILLS 
Paris LE CONTINENT in French 4 Aug 81 p 5 


[Text] ( Long reduced to silence under the multiple blows of "authenticity," 

the Christian Church of Zaire is beginning to reaffirm itself. Not only did it 
piolish on 28 June a corrosive document against the temporal power in Kinshasa, 
but also--a sign of the times--it saw to it that it was read in all--or almost all-- 
the parishes of the country. It is a sign of the times, since a similar but much 
less virulent document had been prepared in 1978: it did not create many waves, 
because the regime was careful to prevent its distribution. It is also another 
sign of the times, since the last publication comes shortly after that which had 
caused the jailing of 13 deputies who had dared denounce certain practices of 

Gen Mobutu Sese Seko's regime. Nevertheless, the "Declaration of the Permaneut 
Committee of Zairian Bishops" is, in many respects, much more virulent than the 
statements made by the former deputies. Is the regime, harassed from all sides, 
losing certain means of control and constraint, or, now more prudent and more 
careful, is it ready to admit some criticism outside the framework of the sole 
party in power? If, as some people seem to believe, this declaration is a way 
for the Church to distance itself even more clearly than before from a reputedly 
weakened regime, the episcopate's definement of its own position is also a 
revealing sign. We publish below some important excerpts.) 


Following the appeal for the recovery of the nation launched on 1 July 1978, the 
permanent committee of Zairian bishops published on 28 Jume of this year an 18-pazge 
document under the title "Declaration of the Permanent Committee of Zairian Bishops,” 
in which it severely indicts the situation in Zaire. This document, which was 

read in parishes around the country, opens with a long preamble recalling certain 
passages from the scriptures and devoted to "man, the image of God." A second 
part, entitled "Serious Misjudgment of Man," draws a somber picture of Zaire's 
economic, political and social situation. Thus, in relation to education, the 
prelates write: "Everyone is aware that youth is the future of the nation and 
constitutes the seed for its hones. Nothing should be left to chance to endure, 
for this segment of the population, an education corresponding to the breadth of 
the hope it represents for the survival of the nation, for its full growth and 

for its more secure and balanced progress on che road to its historic destiny in 
Africa and the world. Many vital forces of the nation are mobilized to achieve 
this goal: teachers, administrators, parents and children. “Nevertheless,” the 
document continues, "in a sector of such capital and strategic importarce a 





dissatisfaction prejudicial to the accomplishment of this goal has been reigning 
for a long time. Teachers are suffering from a loss of social respect and from 

a sort of persistent erosion of their dignity. Precise facts are at the root cf 
this way of destabilizing this sector: salaries that are insufficient in compari- 
son to real expenses, irregularities in the payment of such salaries, long delays 
and even unjustified failures to pay them. Social tragedies are a result of this 
situation, as well as family disasters, corruption, etc. The situation has de- 
generated into strikes in recent years. This is a strictly social problem. However, 
in its search for a scapegoat, the government has attempted to confessionalize 

it by specifically accusing Catholic schools of having led the strikes. Or it is 
alleged that the Catholic Church is deliberately creating difficulties for the state 
by fraudulently hiring 5,000 new teachers in excess of prescribed numbers. But 
everyone knows that the gangrene is to be found elsewhere. (...) As for fictitious 
schools, they were often created at the request of well-known personalities if not 
ef politicians, and they were approved by the very people who were in charge of 
preventing their establishment." 


Appeal to Conscience 


To redress this situation, the episcopate is launching an "appeai to the conscience 
of all those who closely or from a distance operate in this sector, so as to defeat 
this spirit of lucre and of manipulation in which people enrich themselves and 
prosper at the expense of others, weaker than they are, in which, more than ever 
before, are surfacing the inconscience and irresponsibility of those whom the 
country has trusted to prepare the future and who seem to completely disregard it." 
Touching on the problem of health, the episcopate writes that "physical well-being, 
which is indispensable to the equilibrium of individuals and societies, is among 
everyone's aspirations.” However, it notes that complaints are registered from 
ev2ty segment about the lack of equipment, medicines and medical personnel. 

In this context, the population is poorly protected against all sorts of epidemics 
and diseases. The more fortumate ones, of course, can afford to be treated abroad. 
"Here, too, we appeal to everyone's conscience, and especially to the conscience 
of the government, to redress the situation in this sector, which is vital to the 
nation. Personnel should be remunerated adequately so that its devotion and 
generosity--often severely tested--should be supported. 


Moral Problem 


"There are those who indulge in the traffic of services, medicines and equipment 
for their own personal advantage. Who is not aware that people have sometimes 
died in waiting rooms while their relatives were attempting to gather and bring 
over the money to buy medical care? It is time for a change; it is time to 
encourage people of good will to search for opportune and necessary solutions." 


To this health problem is added that known as "desired births." The Church 


encourages all honest research that is liable to help families, couples and the 
young in responsibly facing this important sector of life. 
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In relation to the cost of living, the episcopate writes: "The scarcity of basic 
items on the market is the housewife's throbbing concern. When they can be found, 
it is often at prices that are too high for lower-income people. Blocked salaries, 
exorbitant prices, a continuous disintegration of the purchasing power: here 

is a situation that has become somewhat familiar. The old refrain is known: Zaire 
is a geological scandal, an extremely rich country with extremely poor inhabitants. 
Talk of these riches that remain eternally potential has been heard for decades." 


Security and Justice 


When will a bit of light appear at the end of the tunnel? The deadline is usually 
postponed. In the meantime, it is shameless exploitation, organized pillage 

for the benefit of foreigners and their agents, while most of the people are 

rotting away, engulfed in poverty sometimes artificially contrived. Isn't it time 

to get hold of the situation so that the Zairian people are the primary beneficiaries 
of the resources of their soil and their underground? The people, and not only a 
small number who profit, use and abuse. It is not easy for the agents of inter- 
national oppression to genuinely attempt to provide for the people what they need 
and that to which they are entitled. 


"Here again, we appeal to a sense of justice, to solidarity and sharing, so that we 
can mitigate the people's excessive poverty and redress the situation." Here, 

the Church's mission is to awaken consciences in accordance with God's law and 
provide a sense of responsibility in order to contribute toward "creating honest 

and courageous citizens so badly needed by the country, enemies of corruption, of 
lying and injustice, fashioners of concord and brotherly love that know no frontiers, 
concerned about harmonious development, especially of the most destitute." This 
mission is "of a moral and spiritual order," ic permits pastors to "pass judgment 

on the ethic aspects of society wherever people's fundamental rights, basic liberties 
and common good are concerned.” 


On security and justice, the clergy stresses that "the protection of individuals 

and their possessions is one of the essential tasks of a nation's leaders. Despite 
past efforts in this sector, a lot remains to be done, as authorized representatives 
of the government themselves have repeatedly stated. 


"Kidnappings, arbitrary arrests, settlement of accounts and even torture are 
common, not to mention robberies and other crimes. 


"Justified complaints are formulated even against tribunals. Is it possible that 
money has established its dominance everywhere, without forgetting other pressures 
to which judges and magistrates are sometimes exposed? 


"Impunity is for those who cay pay, and money gives license to criminals to prosper 
freely, unconcernedly and not without arrogance vis-a-vis their humiliated victims. 


"Once again, we encourage all efforts at redress, in this sector as in others, and 


we appeal to everyone's sense of responsibility so that opportune reforms and 
necessary transformations can succeed." 
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The episcopate adds: 'We have not tried to be exhaustive, but to point out certain 
aspects of life in which man is particularly mistreated. Hounded and desperate, 

he sometimes ends up giving in to the proselytism of certain sects that seem to have 
converged on Zaire. In his confusion, in his quest for salvation, man becomes an 
easy prey for those propagandists full of promises as alluring and fascinating 

as the victims’ interior turmoil is deep. Let Christians remember the words of 
Christ pertaining to all those prophets who are preaching salvation everywhere and 
who threaten to sweep along sometim's even those faithful who appear to have 

strong beliefs. Discernment is a gift that we shall never tire of requesting from 
the spirit of the Lord." 


For a Better Future 


In conclusion, Zairian bishops ask the question: "How can the situation improve? 

How can the Zairian people be saved and how can God's image within man be re—- 
habilitated? Is everything lost? Does the discouragement and helplessness apparent 
in the context mean that one must despair of man?" They themselves answer: "Never!" 


And they add: "FAithful to our prophetic and pastoral mission, we invite every 
conscience to proceed to a deep review of its acts, to find again the avenue of 
objective criteria of morality and the sense of common solidarity in God's kind 
plans. Selfishness is no salvation! Man does not stand alone, God has made him 
a member of a big family whose frontiers are those of humanity and the entire 
cosmos, transfigured by the deifying energies of all creatures. The concrete 
engagement in the interplay of human solidarities must lead to the transformation 
of both hearts and structures, for the advent of a world where it is easier to 
live, a more just, more brotherly world in which everyone knows that all happiness 
that remains unshared is but illusory.” 
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ZAMBIA 


NATION UNDERGOING MOST SERIOUS ECONOMIC CRISIS OF ITS HISTORY 
Paris LE CONTINENT in French 21 Jul 81 p 4 


[Article by M Maiga: "Zambia: Expansion of Strikes Could Degenerate Into 
Political Conflicts"] 


[Text] Since the beginning of the year Zambia under President Kenneth Kaunda has been 
experiencing the most serious social conflicts in its history since its accession to 
independence in 1964. A series of strikes is seriously disturbing national economic 
activity. 


Thus, the copper and cobalt industries have been paralyzed since the month of June. 
They are vital for the country because they are the source of nearly 90 percent of 
the foreign exchange essential to the achievement of the development plans presently 
being implemented. 


Recently, the teachers have begun various strike movements as a sign of protest 
against their housing conditions. This movement has particularly affected the copper 
province of the north. Recently also, similar troubles affected the national rail- 
way company, which is the lungs of the country and the artery through which the 

copper is (more or less) transported to the ports of the neighboring countries. About 
10 days ago the construction industry in turn was seriously affected by rolling 
strikes. In the whole country strikes and trade union activity are assuming speeds 
and forms which are at least disturbing in the eyes of the authorities. 


Now, a number of observers are asking themselves whether these activities do not have 
2 more basic cause and objectives which are more political then trade-union oriented. 
Speculation is widespread, referring as much to the early opening of the campaign 

for the presidential elections of 1983 as the regional context. Landlocked, very 
dependent on South Africa, badly understood by its Western allies, Zambia reportedly 
is turning slowly but surely toward other horizons. 


In any case Zambia's relations, which are cool with Great Britain under Margaret 
-hatcher, have noticeably deteriorated with the American administration of President 
«Onald Reagan. American diplomats whom the Zambian government suspects of being 
linked to the CIA (United States intelligence service) have recently been expelled 
from Lusaka. Other American diplomats who have gone to thc Uniied States on home 
leave have not been authorized to return to Zambia, for the same reasons. 
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The Lusaka government has alleged that espionage carried out by Washington vas 
working toward the replacement of Dr Kaunda, with the help of some military officers 
who support a coup d'etat and that of the all powerful boxx of the Zambia Congress 

of Trade Unions (ZCTU), the national central trade union organization, Frederick 
Chiluba. The government has attributed to him the intention of seeking the presidency 
in 1983. The contest is well begun. 


Quite clearly, Chiluba rejects the accusations made against him and denies having 
such intentions as are alleged. This is a matter to be followed with so much the 
more interest since Zambia is going through the gravest economic crisis of its his- 
tory as a sovereign state. 


5170 
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